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 BEPTON  PARISH  COUNCIL 

---------------------------- 

Chairman: Mrs Rosalind Hart 

Clerk:  Mrs. Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA Hons (Local Policy) 

  Tel. H:01428 741393 – M:07811885572 

 Email: clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com  Website – www.bepton.org 

 

MINUTES of BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Thursday 22nd September 2022 in The Park House Hotel, Bepton 

 

 

Death of HM Majesty Queen Elizabeth II – The Chairman asked that the passing away of   

H.M. Queen Elizabeth II be recorded with deep sadness and with grateful thanks  

and appreciation for her 70 years of service to the country.  

The Council sends its best wishes to the new sovereign King Charles III. 

 

Present:   Mrs R Hart (In the Chair), Mr J C Beaumont, Mrs C Bower, Mr J Beckett, Mr P McCulloch, 

Mr D Hollowood, Mrs J Fowler (District Councillor) 

       

034.   Apologies – Mr M Salmon, Cllr Dr K O’Kelly (County Councillor) 

035.   Declaration of Interests of Members – There were none. 

036.   Minutes of the Meeting 14th July 2022 - Agreed and signed.   

   

037.   Public Participation – There were no public present. 

 

038.   Report from the County Councillor (previously emailed) – Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly 

 

Transport and Infrastructure - 

Cycling – The member group at WSCC had a briefing from officers on the new body Active Travel 

England and how they are going to monitor Local Authorities as they develop their new cycling 

infrastructure.  

In August she met with one of the Highways engineers and resident and Midhurst Area Cycling 

representation to negotiate the changes proposed for the Midhurst to Stedham cycle path.  There is 

provisional agreement of proposed changes. This means that the project to widen the path and reduce 

the speed limit will go to tender this Autumn and be delivered next financial year. 

Housing and Communities –  

Shared Prosperity Fund – Midhurst Vision – The District Council have been granted £1m from the 

Shared Prosperity Fund to encourage economic growth and improve the quality of life in the local 

district.  Projects have been brought forward through Vision Groups around the area and included 

landscaping planting, cultural facilities, and the provision of community groups.  Proposed projects to 

enhance the town of Midhurst will be exhibited in the Grange Centre for two weeks in October. 

Responding to concern from parishes about very poor burglary crimes solved locally. The Police and 

Crime Commissioner will be invited to attend the Overview and Scrutiny Committee at Chichester 

District Council. 

Help with Ukrainian Refugees - 

There is a new grant scheme to help those communities who are hosting Ukrainian refugees.  This is 

accessible as a one-off grant to community groups and parish councils.  An application form is 

available on www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainenrefugees. 

Environment and Wellbeing –  

Health – The Liberal Democrats (LD) group in Chichester have arranged a public meeting to address 

issues of access to primary care. Issues are the lack of GP provision and planning for this in new 

developments and access to primary care generally for residents. 

 

mailto:clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainenrefugees
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Poor ambulance response times in the Chichester District but particularly in rural areas.  Cllr O’Kelly 

has written to Chair of Health and Adult Social Care Committee at WSCC.  The intention is to raise 

this unsatisfactory situation with South-East Coast Ambulance services again.  Although a national 

problem, we need to hear what they are going to do to reassure our residents. 

Recycling – Walking aids such as crutches, walking sticks and frames can be returned for reuse or 

recycling at your nearest West Sussex Recycling Centre during Recycle Week (19 – 25 September. 

Items will be checked and cleaned, ready to be used again by others in the future.  Any items which 

cannot be used again will be recycled.  Walking aids can be left with staff at the Recycling Centre 

gate or deposited in the dedicated bin on site.  To return items at all other times, telephone NS on 

0345 1272931 or email enquiries@westsussex.nrs-uk.net. 

EV charge points –  

WSCC and Connected kerb have announced where the first round of on-street chargers are going to 

be installed.  In the first phase there are 15 sites identified in Chichester District.  

For residents or organisation to register an interest in having a EV point installed this is the link to the 

website.  UK’s largest public EV charging project (connectedkerb.com) 

 

Next drop-in White Hart South Harting 24th October 10.30-12.30 

 

039. Report from the District Councillors (Cllr J Fowler) 

 

Levelling Up Fund –  

The District Council have submitted a bid of £13.7m to the Levelling Up fund for 3 projects:  

Northgate, Chichester.  Clearer access to the city, improved pedestrian and cycle routes between key 

attractions and facilities; improve Northgate car park with a walkway, improved lighting, and 

landscaping; a new all-weather football pitch. 

Priory Park: renovation of old buildings, refurbishment of toilets and improved play area 

Cathedral Square: creation of an open-air events space. 

These projects are designed for residents, businesses, and visitors to the city, which now caters for an 

ever-growing population and student population.  

Shared Prosperity Fund 

The Council has been granted £1m from the Shared Prosperity Fund to encourage economic growth 

and improve the quality of life in the local district.  Projects have been brought forward through 

Vision Groups around the area and include landscaping and planting, cultural facilities, and the 

provision of community groups.  

Supporting You 

This campaign launched this month to highlight the support available to those struggling with 

finances in the light of the current energy crisis, etc. It aims to advise on saving on household bills, 

housing matters and health and wellbeing.  Trained advisers will be available to assist. 

Climate Change Video 

A video on tackling climate change in our area is available to watch on  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmNH9 2g4SY 

Help with Ukrainian Refugees 

There is a new grant scheme to help those communities who are hosting Ukrainian refugees.  This is 

accessible as a one-off grant to community groups and parish councils.  An application form is 

available on www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainenrefugees.  
Exhibition of Vision Projects -Proposed projects to enhance the town of Midhurst will be exhibited in 

the Grange Centre for 2 weeks in October. 

Grant Scheme for Independent Retailers –This grant is to help with businesses to improve premises 

and retail operations.  Please see www.chichester.gov.uk/independentretailersgrantscheme.  

Private Water Supply KEVII -The water scheme, which serves 250 homes is being monitored 

by Environment Protection to bring risk to health factors down and to comply with current 

regulations. 

mailto:enquiries@westsussex.nrs-uk.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmNH9%202g4SY
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainenrefugees
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Council starts work on new £340,000 energy efficiency project. - Work has begun to improve 

the energy performance and carbon footprint of part of Chichester District Council’s short 

stay accommodation for the homeless.  The heating systems will be upgraded in forty-one 

flats to make the homes warmer for the tenants but will also reduce energy usage and ongoing 

maintenance costs. 

All-Parishes meeting due to be held by Zoom on 19th September at 5.30pm was cancelled due 

to the Queen’s funeral.  Another date will be arranged. 

 

Q. The Chairman asked about the EV Policy for the County and District.  It is understood the 

District Council is looking again at its policy so that it is in line with everyone else. 
 

040. Matters arising from the Minutes – There were none. 

 

041.  Chairman’s Items - Mrs Rosalind Hart 

a) Removal of Bepton Village sign – This sign was initially put up in 2004 when the speed limit at 

this end of Bepton was reduced from 60 to 30mph. At the time, if the parish council wanted a sign 

saying, “Please Drive Carefully”, they were advised by Highways that there had to be a village name 

sign on to which there could be put such a sign.  In the minutes of 2004, Highways agreed to the siting 

of a courtesy sign advising “Bepton Village Please Drive Carefully” for southbound traffic. 

As the parish council has now erected Village Gates at the entrances/exits of Bepton, it is felt that the 

Bepton Village sign is obsolete.  However, it is also felt that there should be some indication to slow 

down traffic entering this area as well as where one enters the northern part of Bepton at the southern 

part of Bepton Road at the new 40mph speed limit sign. Mrs Hart to contact Highways. 

b)  Winter Resilience Plan 2022-23 – The current Plan is on the website and will be updated although 

there are no major changes.  The Clerk will contact ACS regarding a current insurance policy document 

and to check that they prepared for winter conditions.  WSALC are hoping to extend the Resilience 

Plan to include local emergencies such as fallen trees from strong winds, etc.  

Mr McCulloch was asked to oversee the parishes response to the Plan and emergencies, and he agreed. 

c) Bell Lane Highways sign – There was concern that the sign was damaged but in fact it is merely 

rotated.  It was agreed to keep it like this to minimize any future damage.  Mrs Hart to contact the 

Cowdray Estate as to when the hedges are to be cut so that the parish council can cut around the sign to 

avoid damage. 

 

042. Finance Report – Mrs Lorraine Grocott 

 
The payments were approved. 

 

b) Precept proposals/ Donations for 2022/23 – The Clerk had previously emailed a copy of the 

current precept which included Donations to various outside groups who provide help to residents.  

She will be preparing the precept proposals for the November meeting.  

 

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Statement to 5.9.22, 2022 Nat West - Sort Code 61-14-22

Balance brought forward 01-Apr-22 £10,159.43 VouNo Vat Net

Balance brought forward 05-Sep-22 £11,069.02

Receipts 2.6.22-5.9.22

CDC Precept 2 of 2 3237.00 AC04

£14,306.02

Payments for approval Details Gross VouNo Vat Net Power

L Grocott Sal£128.50:Exp£18.33 121.23 OL305 P 121.23 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 19.9 - 2305 25.60 OL306 P 25.60 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£128.50:Exp£18.33 121.03 OL307 P 121.03 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 19.10 - 2306 25.80 OL308 P 25.80 LGA72

Park House Hotel Room hire 24.9.22 35.00 OL309 P 5.83 29.17 LGA72

CPRE Subscription 22/23 37.00 OL310 P 37.00 LGA72

J Beaumont Reim for WordPress23-24 36.00 -401.66 OL311 P 36.00 LGA72

Est Bank Balance 24.9.22 £13,904.36 5.83 395.83 LGA72

Less Ringfenced funds: -£1,635.60

Available funds 22.9.22 £12,268.76

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund £1,387.80 (£1542 x 3.75% x 24 years service)

Defibrillator funds 247.80 (£405 less 157.20, 24.11.21) Balance £247.80)

£1,635.60 .
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c) Breakdown of Bepton PC donation to Bepton PCC for churchyard maintenance - 

The council’s donation for 2021-22 was £975.  The PCC has provided invoices for the financial year.  

The cost of churchyard maintenance for that period 2021-22 was £1242.  It was agreed to ask for 

further information on how the donation was spent. Mrs Hart agreed to speak to a church 

representative. 

 

043. Planning report – Mr John Beckett 

 

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: - 
SDNP/22/03888/HOUS 

Single storey rear extension, front link extension. Replace tile hanging with timber cladding. New 

porch internal floor plan alterations. New car port. Half Acre Bepton Road Bepton GU29 9RB 

Application in progress 

SDNP/22/03482/HOUS  

Installation of ground mounted solar panels in 2 groups of 10 panels (total of 20). Tyelands Severals 

Road Bepton West Sussex GU29 0LR 

Application in progress 

SDNP/22/03223/TPO  

Reduce height and width and lift crown on 1 no. Oak tree (T1) subject to 

BP/07/00070/TPO. Oakwood House Severals Road Bepton West Sussex GU29 0LR 

Approved 

SDNP/22/02466/FUL  

Development of a residential care home (Uses Class C2) and part reconfiguration of the existing car 

park. The Grange Development Site Bepton Road Midhurst West Sussex. 

Application in progress 

SDNP/22/02139/LDP 

Alteration, replacement and new windows, doors and rooflights. Juliet balconies and replacement 

flue. Bradshaws Barn Bepton Road Bepton West Sussex GU29 0NA 

Case withdrawn 

SDNP/22/01275/FUL  

Replacement windows, change use of second floor plant room to additional en suite guest bedroom, 

re-location of plant room, alterations to dormer window, hipped roof and ground floor 

extensions.  Park House Hotel Bepton Road Bepton West Sussex GU29 0JB 

Application in progress 

SDNP/22/01247/HOUS 

Conversion of part of existing garage to provide an extended gym/fitness area. | Burgrove Severals 

Road Bepton Midhurst West Sussex GU29 0LR 

Approved 

SDNP/21/05609/HOUS 

Proposed swimming pool and pool house with associated paving. 

Bepton Lodge Bell Lane Bepton GU29 0HX 

Approved 

SDNP/21/03448/FUL 

Erection of 70 new homes with associated access, parking and landscaping following demolition of 

existing buildings. Metis Homes, Council Depot, Bepton Road, Midhurst 

Application in progress 
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a) Rectory Dairy removal of trees – The meeting discussed the felling of oaks on the farmland.  

It was noted that they were not the subject of TPOs, nor were they ash trees and it was not in a 

conservation area.  Checks to be made on the felling of oaks on agricultural land.  

b) Tractor movements on Bell Lane and Bugshill Lane going to Rectory Farm.  Despite the 

agreement that all agricultural vehicles should access Rectory Farm from the south via the Church 

Farm it has been noted on several occasions that they are not abiding by this arrangement 

 

044.  Action for Climate Change – Mr Hollowood 

a) ERA (Eco Rother Action) / AGM 3rd August - There was a presentation by Lord Stern who 

has written The Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change.  

b)  The Carbon Calculator is live with ERA.  There are currently no costs associated with the 

website, but if this changes we have agreed to share costs (up to a max of £60pa) with ERA.  We have 

no data to tell us how much it has been used, but no problems or issues with it have been reported.  We 

are indebted to ERA for their thorough testing of the site, and the many suggestions they have made for 

its use and acceptance. 

  Our climate sub-committee has agreed that before we go live for Bepton (via a link on the 

Bepton PC website) we should, to give it maximum impact, consider how to promote and manage-in 

the calculator.  This could involve providing support from/links to 3rd party resources who could help 

residents reduce their carbon footprint.  We would hope to be able to finalise this go-live plan in a few 

weeks. 

 

045. Broadband update – Mr Hollowood  

The roll-out of Fibre for Bepton (south) is believed to be complete and has been a great success.  A few 

reported issues with reliability have proved issues with WiFi in the dwelling rather than with the fibre 

connection. 

We continue to investigate whether it might be possible to apply for Rural Gigabit scheme for Bepton 

(north), which if successful could bring earlier delivery than under the national scheme.  Nothing is 

possible a t the moment, but we will keep close to it. 

   

046. Proposal to use emails as a distribution system – After discussion, it was agreed that the 

Clerk will contact WSALC for advice on this matter especially regarding DBA. 

 

047.     Website review – Mr Beaumont has upgraded the website to include a video link. 

 

048. Environment matters/ Highways matters/ Rights of Way 

a)  Ramblers “Do Not Lose Your Way” – no further action at this stage. 

b)  Bepton Road –  

1)    Mr Beckett reported that WSCC had attended to the pavement by cutting back the sidings 

which has widened the path.  We are waiting for them to advise us of what repairs, if any, they now 

consider necessary to the pavement. 

2)   There is a drain outside Wickford Point on Bepton Road which floods the road when the drain 

is blocked.   WSCC Highways have cleared the soil back to improve the drainage, but it will need 

to have regular attention to prevent further blockage.  

 3)  It was noted that there was a tree across the pavement by Frogmore.  Following this being 

reported to Cowdray Estate and WSCC Highways it has now been removed. 

c) Severals Green – It was agreed to defer the idea of rewilding until the next meeting in November. 

d) South Downs Way Anniversary – Andy Gattiker, National Trails & Rights of Way Lead, is 

coordinating a project to celebrate 50 years since the trail was opened.  The plan is to put a plaque 

on one of the finger posts in each parish.   

e) Public Rights of Way inspections – These will be taking place during September and October. 

f) Newsletter for the Autumn – Suggestions were discussed. 
Minutes of Bepton Parish Council meeting 22nd September 2022 
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g) Midhurst Vision – JAB and CB to attend presentation on 4 October at 5.30pm. This will be followed 

by an exhibition in The Grange from 5 October for 2 weeks. 

 

049. Other meetings 

 

a) MAC meeting – 20th July – matters discussed include the A272 Midhurst to Woolbeding Junction 

TRO for 30/40 mph extension as part of the path safety improvement scheme. 

The next meeting will be held on 12th October 6.30pm at The Grange – MS 

b)  CDALC meeting at Lodsworth Village Hall – These meetings are set up for parishes North of the 

Downs to provide a network for discussion.  Unfortunately, they are not very well attended, and the 

organisers are asking parishes for topics of interest for the meetings e.g., current policing 

arrangements.   Apparently PCSOs have a Beat Plan although there has been no visitation by the 

PCSO in the last couple of years.  Mrs Hart to find out the name of our current PCSO. 

c)  Mulberry & Co – Councillor Training Programme – Mr. McCullogh to attend a Councillors course 

when time permits. 

 

050. Date of next meeting – 7pm, 24th November 2022 at Bepton Park Hotel. 

 

 

Chairman: ……………………………        
These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman. 


