
Bepton Parish 
Council  

Summer 2022 Newsle-er

The Queen’s Pla5num  
Jubilee Tea Party 

The residents of Bepton, their 
families and friends, celebrated The 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 
Sunday, 5th June at Park House 
Hotel. It was a wonderful, joyous 
afternoon of music, games, a 
bouncy castle, crown decorating 
and a delicious tea provided by the 
hotel. We had many Tug of War 
competitions: North Bepton versus 
the Southern end, men’s, women’s 
and children’s. Mr Neil Hart 
proposed the toast to Her Majesty 
and we sang the National Anthem. 
Mrs Rosalind Hart drew the tickets 
for the Raffle, with the profits of 
£251.31 to be shared between St 

Mary’s Church, Bepton, and the 
Midhurst Food Bank. Luckily the rain stayed away until the end of the event! The afternoon was so 
successful that we have already been asked when the village can get together again for another party. We 
would all like to thank Park House Hotel for being such generous hosts of this lovely community celebration. 

The Annual Parish Assembly 
The Annual Statutory MeeSng and The Annual Parish Assembly (APA) of Bepton were held on 12th 
May at Park House Hotel. At the first meeSng Mrs Rosalind Hart was re-elected as Chairman for 
2022-23 and Mr John Becket was re-elected as Vice-Chairman. The APA was aZended by 7 members of 
the public. 

The speaker for the evening at the APA was Cllr Andrew Shaxson, Member of South Downs NaSonal 
Park Authority, elected by West Sussex Parishes. He is also chairman for both Elsted with Treyford and 
HarSng Parish Councils. The SDNP came into being on 31st March 2010. There are 176 Town and 
Parish Councils, it has an area of 1627 square kilometres and a populaSon of 117,000, the largest 
populaSon of any NaSonal Park. The role of the park is to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, 
wildlife and cultural heritage of the area; to promote opportuniSes for the understanding and 
enjoyment of the Park’s special qualiSes by the public, and a duty to encourage the economic and 
social well-being of communiSes living in the Park. In 2016 the NaSonal Park was granted internaSonal 
Dark Sky Reserve status, one of only 16 such reserves in the world. The NaSonal Park is home to 
several globally important habitats, including lowland heath, described as rarer than rainforest. 



New Councillor Joins Bepton Parish Council 
Bepton Parish Council is delighted to announce that Mr Paul McCulloch has joined the council. Mr McCulloch 
has lived at Upper Farmhouse at the southern end of the village since 2012 with his wife Sarah and three sons. 
Paul spent 22 years working primarily in London in Infrastructure finance, then ran a property business, held 
non-execuSve posiSons with public insStuSons, as well as founding a chalet development business in the 
French Alps. In 2015 Paul co-founded a beef biltong manufacturing business making and distribuSng the 
product from its factory near Chichester. Recently Paul also co-founded a new business rescuing surplus fruit 
from the local growers and has built a new factory to repurpose this fruit, once air dried, into a range of 
snacks, also from a factory near Chichester. 

Traffic Regula5on Order (TRO) in Bepton 
The detailed proposals for the TRO were approved in December 2021 and, as of May of this year, this 
procedure was completed. The new 30mph and 40mph limits were installed in May 2022. 

Bepton Village Gates 
Aeer delays due to the pandemic, the gates at Bepton Road and the Severals were erected in May 2021 and, 
now in May of this year the posiSons of the gates at the southern end have been moved so that they include 
all properSes in Bell Lane as well as Bugshill Lane. 

Climate Change  
Bepton Parish Council believes that we are all responsible for tackling the global emergency that is climate 
change. The BPC will therefore provide informaSon and advice to help members of our community make 
decisions on how to reduce their household’s carbon footprint. 

An early iniSaSve will be the introducSon of a “Bepton” web-based carbon calculator to enable households 
to evaluate their carbon footprint, and that will offer suggesSons on ways 
that could help lower it. A link to this will be provided on the Parish 
website in the next few weeks (www.bepton.org). 

Annual St Mary’s Church Spring Clean and  
Churchyard Tidy 
This took place on 22nd March 2022 and the results were very saSsfying, 
with both church and churchyard looking much cleaner and Sdier. Coffee 
and delicious cake was provided by Mrs Linda Sadler. 

News from St Mary’s Church 
Currently St Mary’s has a Jubilee Flower display and an exhibiSon of papers detailing changes to the church 
during the reign of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Looking Forward   

St Mary’s presents a Summer Jazz Concert featuring Tommaso Starace on Saxaphone with Francesco Lo Castro 
on guitar on Saturday 25th June at 3.00pm. Tickets £14.00 (under 16yrs free) available from Mrs Sheila Ryan 
(01730 813971) or Jenni Rigby (01730 814981). For bank payments please contact Alan Sadler (Treasurer, 
01730 812571). There will be light refreshments aeer the concert and net proceeds will go to St Mary’s Church 
Fabric Fund. 

For details of regular services at St Mary’s Church, please visit the website www.bepton.org  

Bepton Parish Councillors:  
Chairman:  Rosalind Hart     815473           Mike Salmon  (Footpaths & Byways)            
Vice-Chairman:  John BeckeZ  (Planning)          James Beaumont  (Website)                                     
Clerk:  Lorraine GrocoZ 01428 741393          Duncan Hollowood           
NewsleZer: Carey Bower             (Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator) 
E-mail: careybower@gmail.com            Paul McCulloch 
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