
1 

 

 BEPTON  PARISH  COUNCIL 

---------------------------- 

Chairman: Mrs Rosalind Hart 

Clerk:  Mrs. Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA Hons (Local Policy) 

  23 West Meade, Milland, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7NB 

  Tel. H:01428 741393 – M:07811885572 

 Email: clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com  Website – www.bepton.org 

 

MINUTES of BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Thursday 24th March 2022 in The Park House Hotel, Bepton 

 

 

Present:   Mrs R Hart (In the Chair), Mr J C Beaumont, Mr D Hollowood, Mrs C Bower,  

Mr M Salmon, Mr J Beckett, Mr P McCulloch, Cllr J Fowler (District Councillor) 

Public: Mr Mike Balmforth, Mr A. Sadler - (Queen’s Platinum celebrations) 

       

952.  Apologies/ Absent – Cllr Dr K O’Kelly (County Councillor) 

953.  Declaration of Interests of Members – There were none. 

954.  Minutes of the Meeting 27th January 2022 - Agreed and signed.    

955.  Casual Vacancy – Mr. P McCulloch agreed to be co-opted onto the council.  He signed his 

Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Chairman welcomed Mr. McCulloch as a new councillor. 

          

956.  Public Participation –  

HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, Sunday 5th June 2022.   

Mr. Mike Balmforth and Mr. Alan Sadler attended the meeting to update the council on plans so far. 

Mrs. Hart advised that the grant application to the District Council for £250 had been successful and 

the parish council would match that grant, making funds available of £500.   It is too early to become 

firm on numbers, but Mr. Balmforth is aware of the need to balance costs, and this will be done through 

residents attending the event. Bepton Park Hotel has dry facilities, and they also have space for games 

i.e., tug of war etc.  It is understood there will be 50 guests staying at The Park Hotel on that weekend 

who will join the celebration.  The proposed charge for residents will be £10 per head for adults.  

Children under 12 will be free.  A leaflet promoting the event will be distributed asking residents to 

respond.   

 

957.   Report from the County Councillor (previously emailed) – Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly 

Waste – Under the new Environment Act 2021 waste collection authorities (WCAs) will be required 

to collect food waste separately.  This week the cabinet at WSCC have made the decision to invest the 

capital at the Mechanical Biological Treatment plant to convert it so that separately collected food 

waste can be processed there.  Still waiting for the Districts and Boroughs to fund and arrange the 

collection of separate food waste – most are waiting for Government guidance of when this will be 

mandatory but the move by county is making this one step closer.  Some of the Boroughs are involved 

in a pilot collection scheme. 

Ambulance response times – She has asked the Cabinet Member for Public Health to investigate 

recent poor ambulance response in Rogate.  He is going to ask SECAMB to investigate the 

particularly unfortunate circumstances.  She will continue to raise the serious issue of poor ambulance 

response times in rural areas.   

Ukraine – She is still waiting to hear more from both community teams about the plans to support 

Ukrainian refugees and their host families.  There are lots of questions about how it is going to work, 

and community groups are working with local charities.  

Reset UK is an experienced charity in this area – they have launched a matching portal for hosts and 

refugees www.homesforukraine.org.uk  

Supporting Ukraine refugees: Chichester District Council 

Refugee resettlement in West Sussex - West Sussex County Council 

Homes for Ukraine – Homes for Ukraine – Local Sponsorship Scheme for Ukraine (campaign.gov.uk) 

 

mailto:clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainerefugees
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/leisure-recreation-and-community/supporting-local-communities/refugee-resettlement-in-west-sussex/#west-sussex-response-to-the-conflict-in-ukraine
https://homesforukraine.campaign.gov.uk/
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Midhurst Greenway – She had a meeting with WSCC officers leading on the scheme last week. 

The most frequent concerns raised in the consultation were the width and the surface of the path, the 

replacement of the bridge and the route round the North of the pond potentially disturbing the 

tranquillity there.   She is hopeful that they will now consider a 20mph / traffic calming option in 

South Street to be added into the scheme - this might make it possible to direct the route South of the 

pond.  The plan is to revise the scheme in the light of the consultation then meet up with key 

stakeholders again before presenting the new plans to the community. 

Highways - Offer of Community Highway Partnerships – Parish and town councils can undertake a 

variety of maintenance activities by signing a service level agreement with WSCC. 

Activities that can be included in a partnership agreement can include, but are not limited to, grass 

cutting, weed spraying, footpath siding (removing encroaching vegetation on footpath), tree work, 

strimming, cutting vegetation, maintaining roundabouts, cleaning signs, and clearing gullies. 

Please note, a town/ parish council would not be expected to undertake all the activities listed above, 

unless they want to. This opportunity allows local councils to undertake supplementary works that 

make sense for their area. Therefore, as many or as few of these activities can be adopted as desired.  

For details email: active.communities@westsussex.gov.uk or go to the WSCC website – improving 

local places and spaces for more details. 

Health and Adults Social Care Committee - HASC met last week– they scrutinised the plan to change 

the status of the Neonatal unit at St Richards to a special care baby unit - premature babies between 27 

weeks and 32 weeks will no longer be looked after at St Richards but be transferred to QA and then 

back to St Richards when appropriate.  We agreed the recommendations – best practice means a unit 

like the one at St Richards should look after 25 babies a year in this category – they are only seeing 9 

currently.  Best outcomes in this very specialised area are achieved at a tertiary centre.  We asked 

about transport and facilities for parents at QA and were reassured. We did however express our 

concern about the possibility of down grading St Richards as a training centre and if other clinical 

areas moved in the same direction, then it would be a concern for the community. 

Financial help for residents -To anyone who may benefit from financial support.  This includes 

financial help, debt management advice along with a range of other services. For further information 

https://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances  

Next drop-in March 28th Milland Stores 10.30-12.30 

 

958. Report from the District Councillor (previously emailed) – Cllr Judy Fowler 

Financial help for residents – For further information please see the following website which includes 

financial help, debt management advice and a range of other services:  

www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances. 

Businesses affected by the Covid pandemic are eligible to apply for help but unless extended, this 

scheme runs out on 31st March.  

See Business rates announcements: Chichester District Council.  

Energy bills rebate 2022 - Council taxpayers in properties tax bands A-D will receive a one-off 

payment of £150 to support rising energy bills.  This payment will not need to be repaid.  CDC are 

waiting for guidance as to how to process these payments but householders who pay their Council 

Tax by direct debit will receive payment first. 

Government Council Tax rebate - Second homes or empty properties will not benefit.  For more 

information contact Chichester District Council. 

Air Quality Action Plan Revised - Nitrogen dioxide levels have improved in the last 10 years such 

that 2 areas, Orchard Street and Stockbridge roundabout, Chichester will be formally revoked.  The 

air quality monitoring station at Lodsworth will be decommissioned as part of the council’s 

programme.  However, the Government is committed to publishing a new air quality standard for 

PM2.5 by the end of this year and the Council will revise their Plan accordingly, though in fact there 

is provision in the Plan already for action to reduce PM2.5. 

 

 

mailto:active.communties@westsussex.gov.uk
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances
http://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances
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Foreshore Service - The Foreshore Team will regroup in Bracklesham on 7 April in time for Easter 

visitors and will remain until September.  Their brief is to ensure safe and responsible enjoyment of 

the beach for users and provide a First Aid service.  

Test & Trace Support Scheme - This scheme, which pays eligible residents up to £500 to self-isolate 

in the event of Covid, has been extended to 31 March 2022.  Please visit 

www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances for more information. 

Short Stay Accommodation for Homeless - 17 new flats are nearing completion in Freeland Close, 

Chichester.  These have been constructed with eco-friendly credentials: solar panels to generate 

renewable electricity and 2 electric charging points for electric vehicles.  Bathrooms will be 

environmentally friendly to reduce water wastage in line with the Council’s Climate Change Action 

Plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Three existing flats for homeless families have been 

refurbished.  More and more single people and families are asking for help and our existing temporary 

accommodation usually operates at full capacity, hence the need for more units. 

Culture Spark - The event will be launched locally on 31st March at Cowdray Ruins.  Other venues are 

Cathedral Green in Chichester on 29th March at Medmerry Hill and Selsey on 30th March. 

Supporting Ukraine Refugees – for more information please see the website 

www.chichester.gov.uk/supportingukrainerefugees. 

 

959. Matters arising from the Minutes – Any items were dealt with through the meeting. 

 

960.  Chairman’s Items   

a) Chichester District Council has offered a grant of £250 towards the community celebrations. 

b) Platinum Jubilee China Mug – The design of the mugs was agreed. The mugs will have Platinum 

Jubilee on one side and Bepton Parish Council on the other. The cost will be £689.47 (vat £114.91). 

c) Donation to Ukraine – It was suggested that residents can donate for Ukraine at the celebrations. 

d) Speaker for the Annual Parish Assembly 12th May.  Several names were suggested with the most 

popular being a speaker from South Down National Park. 

 

961. Finance Report – Mrs L Grocott 

 
 

These payments were approved. 

 

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Statement to end March, 2022 Nat West - Sort Code 61-14-22

Balance brought forward 4.12.21 £13,263.68 VouNo Vat Net

Withdrawn 4.12.21-4.3.22 -£2,039.10

£11,224.58

Receipts 17.3.22-31.3.22

HMRC VAT Reclaim 2021-28.2.22 109.02

£11,333.60

Payments for approval Details Gross VouNo Vat Net Power

C Bower Reim Spring Newsletter 67.25 OL275 P 67.25 LGA72

Azets Payroll Q.3 51.00 OL276 P 8.50 42.50 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.11 128.15 OL277 P 128.15 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 29.11 - 2211 16.40 OL278 P 16.40 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£153.57;Exp£18.33 P.12 150.10 OL279 P 150.10 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 21.12 - 2212 21.80 OL280 P 21.80 LGA72

Park House Hotel Hall Hire 24.3.22 35.00 OL281 P 5.83 29.17 LGA72

Insignia Ltd Platinum Jubilee Mugs 689.47 OL282 O 114.91 574.56 LGA72

C Bower Reim Domain Reg 15.00 -1174.17 OL283 P 15.00 LGA72

Balance tbc 31.3.22 £10,159.43 129.24 1044.93

** Less Gratuity Fund -1387.80

Less CIL receipts -395.00

Less Defibrillator fund -247.80

Available funds £8,128.83

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund £1,387.80 (£1542 x 3.75% x 24 years service) .

CIL receipts 395.00 O = Outside Precept, P=Precepted,E=Excess

Defibrillator funds 247.80 £1101 less fencing £705 inc vat

£2,031.60 (£405 less 157.20, 24.11.21) Balance £247.80)

http://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances
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a) NALC Clerks Award increase from 1st April 2021 for SCP 19 from £13.24 to £13.48per hour. 

b) VAT for 2021/22 of £109.02 has been reclaimed. 

c) Donation Thank You letters have been received from Midhurst Area Cycling, Kent, Surrey, 

Sussex Air Ambulance Charity, 4 Sight Vision Support, Bepton Church, 

d) Annual Review of Risk management, Financial Regulations etc is be undertaken. 

e) The Clerk has received notification from the Moore, the external auditors, that the AGAR  

forms for Smaller Authorities are now available online to be printed off for completion. 

f) Mr Buckler has agreed to do the internal audit of the council’s accounts for 2012/22. 

 

962. Planning report – Mr John Beckett 

 
SDNP/21/06354/HOUS 

First floor extension to front of house. 

Laurel Cottage Bepton Road Bepton CU29 9RB 

Approved 

SDNP/21/06337/LDP 

Ground floor rear extension 

Half Acre Bepton Road Bepton GU29 9RB 

Refused 

SDNP/21/06375/PRE 

Front extension to connect to existing garage. Replacement porch. Replace first floor tile hanging 

with timber cladding. Paint exterior brick white at ground floor level. 

Half Acre Bepton Road Bepton GU29 9RB 

Application in Progress 

SDNP/21/05609/HOUS 

Proposed swimming pool and pool house with associated paving. 

Bepton Lodge Bell Lane Bepton GU29 0HX 

Application in Progress 

SDNP/21/03448/FUL 

Erection of 70 new homes with associated access, parking and landscaping following demolition of 

existing buildings. Metis Homes, Council Depot, Bepton Road, Midhurst 

Application in progress 

 

OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 

SDNP/20/00536/BRECON 
Breach of planning condition 4 of SDNP/18/06491 at Hopkiln, Bugshill Lane. Wall to east of 

driveway built in incorrect position. Planning Enforcement resolving the matter. 

Applicant has now submitted revised plans to retain wall in its present position under application 

SDNP/20/04989/CND, but planning are requesting further information from the applicant. 

Amended plan submitted 24/11/21 showing height of wall reduced to 0.9m at road.  

Approved 

 

963.  Action for Climate Change – Mr Hollowood 

The group met in February and will meet again in April. They are liaising with the Eco Rother Action 

(ERA) group.  Through the Bepton website the initial plan is to encourage households to calculate their 

carbon footprint through an online carbon calculator.  Over time this will then suggest ways in which 

residents carbon footprint could be reduced.  Information will be placed on the website, Bepton.org. 
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964. Broadband update – Mr Hollowood  

Nothing further to report. 

 

965.     Website review – Mr J Beaumont 

Mr Beaumont used the screen in the meeting room to show the councillors the information on the 

website and encouraged councillors to become ‘followers’   

 

966. Environment matters/ Highways matters/ Rights of Way 

a) Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – It is understood the signage will be in place by 23rd May. 

b) Neighbourhood Watch signs – There was no support for the signs. 

c) Village gates –The meeting discussed the positioning of the gates on the four entrances to the parish.  

Further discussion will need to take place about the exact positioning of the Village Gate and 

Village Name Plates along Bugshill and Bell Lane. 

d) Ramblers “Do Not Lose Your Way” –The 2026 deadline for submissions has been lifted.  One 

footpath at Didling has been submitted for consideration.     

e) Spring Clean – Mr Beaumont agreed to co-ordinate. 

f) Improvements to the state of the pavement on Bepton Road from Sandy Lane down to Bayleaves.  

1. Much of the length of payment, which once was tarmac, is now covered by mud and vegetation 

from the adjoining gardens or the tarmac has disintegrated.  Mobility scooters, people with buggies 

and walkers tend to use the road due to the state of the pavement which becomes a safety issue.  

The problem has been reported to the District Council who do sweep the pavement, but they have 

said the problems were structural which is the WSCC Highways responsibility.  There has been a 

meeting with WSCC Highways manage who has agreed to raise a job to “uncover” the original 

pavement which, in places, is totally invisible.  This will enable a full assessment of the pavement 

state to determine what future work might be needed. 

 2. At the above meeting they also discussed the erosion of the grass verge particularly outside 

Rozel, Bepton Common, and Burbank.  This is caused by vehicles travelling south using the verge 

as an extension of the carriageway as they are confronted by larger vehicles travelling north on the 

wrong side of the road.  Added to this there is a tree causing the problem is immediately opposite 

Rozel.  Part of the tree is dead and there is a totally dead tree within a few metres which overhangs 

the carriageway and needs surveying. 

It was agreed that the council should request that the tree be removed by WSCC.      ACTION JAB 

 

967. Other meetings 

a) Midhurst Area Cycling meeting 2 February – Mr Salmon reported that the group will be applying 

to WSCC for a 30mph speed limit on the A272 from Midhurst to Woolbeding Junction and a 

50mph speed limit from Woolbeding Junction to Trotton.  Midhurst Greenway – Jubilee path 

section is still under discussion.  The cycleway from Midhurst to Singleton should be open by 

2023.  Consideration is being given to open-up the old Rother Valley Way railway line. In the 

interests of safety cyclists are encouraged to use the path beside the A272 instead of the A272.   

b) CDALC – the next meeting will be on 4th April. 

c) WSALC – Chairman Forum Tuesday at 7pm 12th April via Zoom - RH 

 

968. Date of next meetings  

The Annual Statutory Meeting (ASM) 6pm Thursday 12th May 2022 followed by the  

the Annual Parish Assembly (APA) at 7.30 Thursday.  Refreshments will be available. 

Both meetings will be held in The Barn at Bepton Park Hotel. 

 

 

Chairman: …………………………… 
These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman. 


