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 BEPTON  PARISH  COUNCIL 

---------------------------- 

Chairman: Mrs Rosalind Hart 

Clerk:  Mrs. Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA Hons (Local Policy) 

  23 West Meade, Milland, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7NB 

  Tel. H:01428 741393 – M:07811885572 

 Email: clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com  Website – www.bepton.org 

 

MINUTES of BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Thursday 25th November 2021 in The Park House Hotel, Bepton 

 

 

Present:   Mr J Beckett (in the Chair), Mr J C Beaumont, Mr D Hollowood (part), Mrs C Bower,  

Mr M Salmon.  Cllr J Fowler (District Councillor)  Public: Mr Mike Balmforth  

       

918.  Apologies/ Absent – Mrs R Hart (Chairman), Cllr K O’Kelly (County Councillor) 

919.  Declaration of Interests of Members – There were none. 

920.  Minutes of the Meeting 30th September 2021 - Agreed and signed.    

          

921.  Public Participation –  

 

Mr. Balmforth – HM Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations, planned for the weekend 2nd June 2022.   

Following the very successful Queens’ Diamond Jubilee consideration is now being given to celebrating 

her Platinum Jubilee.  Catering and costs would need to be considered and he was asking whether 

Bepton Council would support the idea financially.  It is understood the District Council will be making 

a grant of £250 towards the celebrations and it is hoped the Council would match that grant as there 

would be costs associated with the celebrations.   The Councillors agreed in principle to contribute 

funding with Mr. Salmon and Mrs. Bower offering their help with the organization. The Council can 

provide insurance cover for the event through its insurance policy. 

 

922   Report from the County Councillor (previously emailed) – Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly 

EV charging points - West Sussex County Council has signed a contract to provide a large scale roll 

out of thousands of public charge points across the county within the next decade. The scheme is 

designed to boost EV uptake among West Sussex residents with no access to off-street parking. 

The scheme involves EV infrastructure specialists, Connected Kerb, to fully fund, install and maintain 

all the chargers.   The aim is to deliver affordable, reliable, and accessible charge points in their 

thousands to help the 40% of drivers nationally without off-street parking to go electric.    One in four 

UK households intend to buy an electric car in the next five years, as the ban on the sale of new petrol 

and diesel vehicles approaches, according to research by energy watchdog Ofgem. However, there is 

currently only one public-access on-street EV charge point for every 52 EVs on UK roads. As a result, 

those without off-street parking make up as few as 9% of EV drivers today. 

West Sussex residents will see thousands of charge points installed on streets, in public sector car parks 

and on community facilities across the county within the next ten years. UK-based Connected Kerb is 

fully funding the project and will also manage and maintain the charge points on an ongoing basis. 

Residents and community groups can let the county council know where they would like charge points 

to be located by using this link https://www.connectedkerb.com/west-sussex-chargepoint-network    

Covid – Latest data – 578 new cases in Chichester District – 5050 new cases in West Sussex, for the  

7 days up to 18th November.  775 in hospital in SE region on 23rd November. 

Test and Trace support scheme – extended to 31 March 22 – (This scheme pays eligible residents £500 

to self-isolate) www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances 

She is back vaccinating again doing booster jabs at the Midhurst surgery. 
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Motion on 20mph and more flexible speed policy - She has submitted a motion to persuade the Council 

to have a more flexible speed policy including introducing 20mph where appropriate.  Discussions have 

taken place with the cabinet member, and it is hoped she will back it and that it will be debated at Full 

Council in December. This Council believes that promoting active travel and improved road safety is a 

priority. This Council therefore calls upon the Cabinet Member for Highways and Infrastructure to 

introduce a more flexible policy on speed reduction including the 20mph limit and other measures such 

as quiet lanes all of which have the potential to improve road safety, air quality, and to encourage active 

travel. 

 

Adult Social Care – proposed savings - This financial year savings was identified by closing Marjorie 

Cobby House in Selsey and stopping funding the Shaw Day services.  Her view is that it is not the time 

to be withdrawing support for day services at a time of unprecedented pressure on the NHS.  She has 

discussed this issue with Margaret Guest from RVT (Rother Valley Together).  The Shaw Day service 

in Petworth support their clients when RVT is no longer an appropriate setting for them.  The member 

group who scrutinised these decisions recommended to cabinet that at this unprecedented time the 

decision about MC is deferred for 6 months – then scrutinised by HASC.  Cabinet met on 17th November 

and decided to go ahead with the closure - we have tried to reverse the decision without success. 

 

923. Report from the District Councillor (previously emailed) – Cllr Judy Fowler 

 

Trees – Under the DEFRA-funded scheme more than 8,000 trees will be planted in the Chichester 

District this winter.  We are one of 5 authorities in England taking part in the £2.5m tree planting project. 

Accommodation for Homeless - The first stage of this project to provide more short-stay 

accommodation for the homeless is now complete with 3 refurbished flats now ready to use.  Work is 

progressing on Freeland Close which will provide another 17 flats. 

Car Parks - CDC has won as national award for the ‘best on-line parking services.’  Through this method 

you can purchase season tickets and residents’ permits, view evidence and pay or challenge a Penalty 

Charge Notice. Car Park charges will be raised by the rate of inflation from 1 April 2022.  Sunday 

charging will continue but without the inflationary increase. 

Toilets - CDC toilets are ranked 4th in the country for accessibility.  Prior to lockdown being lifted all 

CDC toilets received extra cleansing. 

Novium - A new exhibition, Brick Wonders, will open on Saturday 4 December until June 2022.  It 

features the wonders of the world made from Lego bricks, e.g., Grand Canyon, the Space Station, the 

Great Barrier Reef, etc.   Also, on 20 and 22 Dec there are workshops for the over-4s where visitors can 

make a Lego brick wonder of their own. Advance booking is required. 

www.thenovium.org/makeandtake. 

The Novium box office also has tickets for various theatrical events to be held in the Guildhall: The 

Snow Queen (12 Dec); Victorian Ghost Stories (17 Dec) and a cabaret performance All That Malarkey 

on Sat 18 December. 

Father Xmas is back! Saturdays 11 and 18 December between 10 and 4.  £6.50 per child and includes 

a gift.  Book through the website. 

Inward Investment     

‘Invest Chichester’ website exists to provide information, updates on grants which 

support businesses that may be interested in investing in our area.   

https://investchichester.co.uk/ 

Farmers Markets - The next market will be 19 November and then 3 and 17 December.  There is a 

Facebook page dedicated to the markets and other events at  

www.facebook.com/ChichesterDistrictEventsAndMarkets. 
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Funding to enforce minimum energy efficiency standards in the private rented sector 

Together with Arun DC we are identifying properties in the private rented sector that do not meet 

minimum energy efficiency standards.  Information and exemptions on the minimum standards can be 

found at www.chichester.gov.uk/mees. 

Household Support Fund - In the coming months this fund will support millions of needy families after 

the pandemic through small grants for food, clothing, and utilities.  An update on the way to access this 

fund will be available soon. 

There is currently financial support for families available and/or checking they are in receipt of the 

necessary benefits from www.chichester.gov.uk/help/with/finances.  

Trade Waste Contract - CDC has been successful in securing the contract to collect waste and recycling 

from schools and other WSCC buildings (in the region of 120 in the Chichester & Arun districts).  We 

are also awaiting a decision on a quotation for the University of Chichester. 

Health Protection - This team is about to carry out traceability checks on high-risk foods, particularly 

imported ones from countries outside the EU.  Any foods not meeting standards will be destroyed.  

Premises to be targeted are those that do not maintain satisfactory food inspection standards and 

currently have a food hygiene rating of less than 3.  Establishments can be checked on 

http://ratings.food.gov.uk/. 

Parking Incentives for Christmas – To support our local businesses most council-owned car parks across 

the district will offer the following in December: 

 Pay 2 hours and get the 3rd free (when paying through MiPermit) 

 Free parking every weekend in the Ave de Chartres car park 

 Free parking in the Ave de Chartres car park after 4 p.m. for the Christmas lights switch-on and 

late-night shopping event nights. 

 

924. Casual Vacancy – The District Council have advised that the Parish Council can now co-opt 

a person to fill the vacancy. 

 

925. Matters arising from the Minutes –  

SDNPA – Parish Webinar – Nature Recovery, 13 October – JAB – Andrew Lee SDNPA Director of 

Countryside Policy and management gave an overview of the SDNPA’s campaign.  A selection of case 

studies of existing biodiversity project from across the National Park showcasing community action to 

support nature.  SDNPA provided details of the help and support they can provide for delivering local 

nature recovery action.  

It was felt that the re-wilding of the verges could be included in the programme.  As most of the local 

land belongs to the Cowdray Estate, feedback on their action would be useful.   

WSALC – Clerk’s Forum, - 14th October – LMG – Brief notes were previously circulated. 

 

926.  Chairman’s Items   
WSALC – Queens Green Canopy – West Sussex Association of Local Council’s (WSALC) intention 

is to celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a nationwide programme of tree planting. The 

initiative was launched by Sir Nicholas Soames with the project being led in West Sussex by the Lord 

Lieutenant.  The idea is for every town or parish council to plant at least one tree in its community.  

Trees are available free of charge.  The meeting discussed the initiative but as 90% of the land in Bepton 

Parish is owned by the Cowdray Estate it was felt best for the Chairman and Vice Chairman to discuss 

this with the CEO Mr Jonathan Russell. 
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927. Finance Report – Mrs L Grocott 

 

 
These payments were approved. 

Finance Other Payments 

1. CPRE is appealing for a donation to support the CPRE Sussex office, staff, and volunteers 

directly in their work to fight significant developments proposed across East and West Sussex. 

Councillors agreed a donation of £50. 

2. SLCC subscription 2022-23 of £70.00. Councillors agreed this payment on 1st January 2022. 

3. Noted the WSALC and NALC subscriptions 2022-23 due on 1st April 2022 would be £83.52. 

 

Precept proposals for 2022-23 

 
 

The precept proposals to be referred to the Chairman, Mrs Hart, for final approval. 

 

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Statement November 2021 Nat West - Sort Code 61-14-22

Balance brought forward 7.10.21 14106.61 VouNo Vat Net

Receipts 7.10.21-19.11.21 nil

14106.61

Payments for approval Details Gross VouNo Vat Net Power

Community Heatbeat Defibrillator pads 157.20 OL248 O 26.20 131.00 LGA72

C Bower Newsletter No.2 64.05 OL249 P 64.05 LGA72

L Grocott Reim for Wreath 21.98 OL250 P 3.67 18.31 WM1948)

Azets Payroll Q.2 2021-22 51.00 OL251 P 8.50 42.50 LGA72

Mulberry & Co Future of Planning Course 48.00 OL252 P 8.00 40.00 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.7 144.55 OL253 P 144.55 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 29.10 - 2207 (£36.60) 36.60 OL254 P 36.60 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.8 127.95 OL255 P 127.95 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 21.9 - 2208 16.60 OL256 P 16.60 LGA72

Park House Hotel Hall Hire 35.00 OL257 P 5.83 29.17 LGA72

CPRE Donation to Admin costs 50.00 OL258 O 50.00 LGA72

Payments 25.11.21 -752.93 52.20 700.73

13353.68

Less Gratuity Fund -1249.00

Less CIL receipts -396.00

Less Defibrillator fund -247.80 .

Available funds 11460.88

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund 1249.00 £1101 less fencing £705 inc vat

CIL receipts 396.00 O = Outside Precept, P=Precepted,E=Excess

Defibrillator funds 247.80 (£405 less 157.20, 24.11.21) Balance £247.80)

£1,892.80

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL Precept Proposals 2022-23 Proposed Half Year Proposed

Detail 2021-22 to 30.9.21 2022-23

Clerk's salary 1515 606 1545

Clerk's expenses 220 110 220

Climate change 250 250

PAYE 295 151 303

Clerks Gratuity 120 58

Azets Payroll maint @ £25pm 300 102 300

Miscellaneous Admin Domain £35; ICO £35 60 56 70

Website Maintenance/upgrade 100 200

Insurance Zurich 258 258 258

Subscriptions WSALC£84;CPRE£37;SLCC£70 188 37 191

Room hire 6 mtgs by £35 + APM £85 Zoom £119? 295 135 295

Training Cllrs x 2 + Clerk (£84x3=£260) 300 300

Newsletter 4 issues @ £65 ea 260 65 260

Grass mowing Severals Green + Misc 500 235 525

Donations To local groups 1600 1600

Audit Internal 100 100 100

TOTAL CDC Precept 6361 1855 6475

inc 1.79% £114

Donations: 2022-23

Bepton PCC 975 Increase Clerks Salary x 2%

Rother Valley Together 100

Citizens Advice Bureau 75 Ring fenced funds  - Clerks Gratuity

Midhurst Community Bus 50 (Formula = 3.75% x £1545 x 23 yrs service =

Samaritans 75 £57.94 per year) £1,333.00

Midhurst Area Cycling 50 Reserve Earmarked £3000 

4 Sight 50 Taxbase 2021-22 £6,361 = Tax base 149.7 = ?

Madhurst Festivities 75 £42.49(per dwelling)

Air Ambulance 100

CPRE 50

Total: 1600 (Sec.137  = 202 (Population Bepton) x £8.41 = £1698.82)
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928. Planning report – Mr John Beckett 

 

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: - 

 

SDNP/21/04615/FUL 

Development of a residential care home (Uses Class C2) and part reconfiguration of the existing car 

park. The Grange development site Bepton Road Midhurst GU29 9HD 

Application in Progress 

 

SDNP/21/03448/FUL 

Erection of 70 new homes with associated access, parking and landscaping following demolition of 

existing buildings. Metis Homes, Council Depot, Bepton Road, Midhurst 

Application in progress 

 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 

  

SDNP/20/00536/BRECON 
Breach of planning condition 4 of SDNP/18/06491 at Hopkiln, Bugshill Lane. Wall to east of 

driveway built in incorrect position. Planning Enforcement resolving the matter. 

Applicant has now submitted revised plans to retain wall in its present position under application 

SDNP/20/04989/CND, but planning is requesting further information from the applicant. 

Amended plan submitted 24/11/21 showing height of wall reduced to 0.9m at road.  

Application in Progress 

 

The Future of Planning – Mulberry & Co Planning Training for Councillors  

The main changes are: - 

1. There is a strong emphasis on improving the design quality of new development. 

2. Emphasises that there will be a presumption in favour of sustainable development. 

3. Support for tree retention and planting. 

4. Restrictions on Article 4 directions. 

5. Tightens the rules about building homes in the countryside. 

6. New transport tests and requirements. 

7. Greater protection for historic statues and memorials. 

8. Policies on improving biodiversity have been strengthened. 

9. Encourages the faster delivery of further education colleges, hospitals and prisons. 

10. The is more emphasis on healthy communities, national parks, flood risk and affordable housing 

(including ‘First Homes’). 

 
929.  Action for Climate Change – Mr Hollowood 

A sub-committee JAB, MS, JCB and DH met to ‘brainstorm’ ideas.   

The group agreed the following ideas to be taken to the council for agreement: -  

 

1. The Council accepts that there is a need to raise greater awareness in the community of the 

seriousness of the situation. To do this it will encourage residents to reflect of what they can do 

personally, locally and in their own work habits by providing articles and information through the 

website and the newsletter.   

2. The council will encourage changes through its support of the ECO Rother Action Group, the 

Cowdray Estate initiatives and by providing information to the community received from the 

County and District Councils. 

3. The Council formally acknowledge that there is a World-wide climate emergency, and it 

unanimously supports the fact that we need to do all we can to make changes to our daily lives. 
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930.     Website review – Mr J Beaumont 

The Direct Debit payment for the administration of the WordPress site will now be paid by Mr 

Beaumont who will be reimbursed by the Council. 

 

931. Broadband update – Mr Hollowood  

Mr Hollowood said it was difficult to know exactly where we are with Broadband because Open Reach 

have not been easy to communicate with.  However, he understands that all except Church Farm and 

the Apsley have been connected.  SSE won’t allow a connection to these properties via the telegraph 

pole. 

 

932. Environment matters/ Highways matters/ Rights of Way 

a) Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – Bepton Road and Severals Road 30mph & 40mph speed limit 

Order 2021 – WSCC Highways have now come back with a detailed plan as to where the speed limit 

signs will be located. Queries have been raised as to where the signs will be located near the gates and 

where the Neighbourhood Watch signs will be placed as they are a different responsibility. Mr Beckett 

will email the proposals to councillors for their comments. 

b) Village gates – Further consideration will be undertaken once the Speed Limit signs referred to 

above are installed.  Councillors will then liaise with Highways regarding positioning of the gates in 

Bugshill/Bell Lane 

c) Ramblers “Do Not Lose Your Way” - Mr Beckett has obtained a copy of the 1950 Definitive Map 

of the Rights of Way in the parish.  He and Mr Salmon will study the map to decide which rights of 

way are worth pursuing. The council must provide evidence for any change.  Changes must provide 

benefit to the community. 

d) Love West Sussex app isn’t run by West Sussex – they are developing their own version.  

They are very aware of the lack of functionality that has been frustrating. 

 

933. Other meetings 

a) Clerks Forum – Tuesday January 11th, 2022 @ 10.30am - LG 

b) Midhurst Area Cycling meeting 6.30pm, Wednesday 2 February - MS 

 

934. Date of next meeting 7pm Thursday 27th January 2022 at The Park House Hotel, Bepton.  

 

Chairman: …………………………… 
These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman. 


