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BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman:  Mrs Rosalind Hart 

Clerk:  Mrs Lorraine Grocott, BEM, B A (Hons): Local Policy 

  23 West Meade, Milland, Liphook, Hampshire 

  GU30 7NB, Tel: 01428 741393 

  Email: postmaster@milland-wsx-pc.gov.uk  Website: www.bepton.org 

 

MINUTES of the ANNUAL STATUTORY MEETING OF 

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL held on 27 May 2021. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Present: Mrs R Hart (Chairman), Mr J Beckett, Mrs L Sadler, Mrs C Bower, Mr J Beaumont, 
 Mr M Salmon, Mr D Hollowood 
 Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly, County Councillor 
 Cllr Mrs J Fowler, District Councillor  
886. a) Election of Chairman for 2021-22: 
 Mrs Rosalind Hart was elected Chairman for 2021-22. 
 Proposed by Mr Beckett and seconded by Mr Hollowood. 
 Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office:  To be signed by Mrs Hart. 
 b)  Election of Vice-Chairman: Mr John Beckett was elected Vice Chairman. 
 Proposed by Mrs Hart and seconded by Mrs C Bower 
 
887. Apologies: There were none. 
888. Declaration of Interests on Agenda items: There were none. 
889. Confirmation of dates and times of meetings of the Council for ensuing year: - 
 2021 – 29 July (APA), 30 September, 25 November 
 2022 – 27 January, 31 March, 12 May (ASM/APA 2022) 
890. Minutes of the Meeting – 25 March 2020 were agreed to be signed. 
 
891. Matters arising 

 Census 2021 – There has been a 97% return across England and Wales, above the pre-Census 
target of 94%. 

 Improvements to the state and safety of the pavement from the Country Inn to the allotments 
on Bepton Road has been given a job number.   This autumn initial work will include cutting 
back the overgrown edges.  Next year they will restructure the paths.   

 Balfour Beatty came to repair the sides of the road.  Two of the four have been done. 

 The repainting of the line marking at the Bell/Bugshill Lane and Bepton Road junction has just 
been done. 

 
892. District Councillor’s report – Cllr Mrs Judy Fowler - In brief: - 

 Covid-19 vaccination centres are continuing in Midhurst Memorial Hall and Riverside Medical 
Centre. 

  Covid-19 Self-Test (Rapid Antigen Test) kits are available from the pharmacy in Midhurst. 

 The target for improvements of air quality in Rumbolds Hill is 2024. 

 There are plans to reduce the amount of brown water in Chichester and Langston harbours. 

 The Novium Museum has several events on display including the Mystery Warrior, a Heritage 
Trail and a Covid-19 Community Archive display of documents and photos. 

 Parking in the Cattle Market will revert to pay and display on 1 June 2021. 

 New homes bonus scheme for young people over 25 now open. 

 Youth hub for young people 18-25 in receipt of Universal Credit.   

 The District Council has a Restart grant available ending on 30th June.  
 

mailto:postmaster@milland-wsx-pc.gov.uk
http://www.bepton.org/
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893. County Councillor’s report – emailed by Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly - In brief: - 

 County Election result – New election elected on 6th May – Conservative retain overall majority 
control of 70-member council. 

 Division of members of councillors for each party: - Conservatives – 48, Lib Dems – 10,  
Labour – 9, Green-1, Selsey Alliance – 1, Other independent – 1. 

 Covid data and Vaccine rollout: - Latest data 10 new cases in Chichester District – 43 new cases 
in West Sussex for the 7 days up to 21 May. 

 Dr O’Kelly is part of the vaccination team currently doing shifts at Riverbank Medical Centre. 

 Home testing being make available to everyone England. 

 Kits can be ordered and delivered direct to homes at https://www/gov.ukorder-coronavirus-
rapid-lateral-flow-tests or by calling 119. 

 Register to order free lateral flow tests for your employees (GOV.UK) 

 Test and Trace Support Scheme – This scheme has been extended up to 30 June 2021 and 
remains under review by the Government.  For further information please visit  
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances 

 Her Drop-ins have restarted – 1st at The White Hart at Harting on 14 June 10-30-12.30. 
 

Congratulations were expressed to Cllr Dr O’Kelly on her re-election as our County representative. 
 
894. Chairman’s announcements – Mrs Ros Hart 
a) Parish Clerk – The clerk has reconsidered her resignation and in consultation with the Chair, 
has decided to withdraw her resignation and all the Councillors welcomed this decision. 
b) SLCC Remote meetings consultation ending 25 June.  Both the Chair and the Clerk had 
completed this consultation.  It will provide evidence for the legislation which will go forward to 
regularise and enable local councils in England the option of holding their meetings remotely.  
Legislation has been passed in Wales and Scotland.   
 
895. Finance – Mrs Lorraine Grocott 
 

 
 
These payments were approved by the Council. 

 

 

BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Statement May 2021 Nat West - Sort Code 61-14-22

Balance brought forward 1.4.21 9365.23 VouNo Vat Net

Receipts    1.4.21-28.5.21 Precept 1 of 2 3181.00 VN01

17.5.21 HMRC Vat Refund 20-21 143.83 VN02

12690.06

Payments for approval Details Gross VouNo Vat Net Power

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.11 119.35 OL225 P 119.35 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 02.21 -2111 25.20 OL226 P 25.20 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.12 119.35 OL227 P 119.35 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 03.21 - 2112 25.20 OL228 P 25.20 LGA72

R Buckler Internal audit 20/21 100.00 -389.10 OL229 P 100.00 LGA72

12300.96 389.10

Less Gratuity Fund -1249.00

Less CIL receipts -395.00

Less Defibrillator fund -405.00

Available funds 10251.96

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund 1249.00 £1101 less fencing £705 inc vat

CIL receipts 395.00 O = Outside Precept, P=Precepted,E=Excess

Defibrillator funds 405.00

£2,049.00

https://www/gov.ukorder-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests%20or%20by%20calling%20119
https://www/gov.ukorder-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests%20or%20by%20calling%20119
https://www.chichester.gov.uk/helpwithfinances
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b) Chichester District Council have paid the first half of the precept for 2021-22 £3181.00. 

c) Internal audit report on accounts 2020/21 – Mr Buckler found everything to be in order, 

 having checked, for example, the minutes for the year: VAT, insurance, bank transactions, 

 fixed assets, receipts, and payments.  The Internal Audit has been carried out in accordance 

 with the smaller authority’s needs and planned coverage. 

 The Internal Auditor had noticed that not all the VAT for 2020/21 had been reclaimed. 

The Clerk had submitted the reclaim and HMRC had made the payment VN02. 

d) Approval of the Annual Governance Statement for year ended 31 March 2021 - 

 The Internal Audit has been carried out in accordance with the Council’s needs and planned 

 coverage and has been examined by Mr Richard Buckler the internal auditor.  He has signed 

 the Internal Audit report.  The members acknowledged their responsibility for the accounts 

 and approved the Accounting Statements.  The notice of appointment of date for exercise of 

 elector’s rights will be placed on the notice boards.  The Right to Inspect will commence on 

 2nd June and end on 14 July 2021. 

e) Summary and Opinion – One of the functions of the Internal Audit is to give assurance to 

 members of the Council that the financial systems are operating correctly and be relied 

 upon.  Regarding the examination, and having regard to the items reported, no matter has 

 come to the Auditor’s attention that gives him reasonable cause to believe in any material 

 respect that the regulatory requirements have not been complied with.  The accounting 

 accurately records the Council’s financial position. 

f) Certificate of Exemption – The Council wishes to certify itself as exempt from submitting an 

 Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor because during the 

 financial year 2020/21, the higher of the authority’s gross income for the year and gross 

 annual expenditure for the year did not exceed £25,000. 

g) The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Annual Accounting 

 Statement, an analysis of variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information 

 exercise of public rights have been completed and a copy of this certificate will be published 

 on the Council’s website www.bepton.org before 1 July 2021. 

h) Appointment of internal auditor – Mr Richard Buckler was reappointed. 

 

896. Planning Applications – Mr John Beckett 

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: - 

SDNP/21/02537/HOUS 
Construction of freestanding garden shed at Pound Cottage 430 Bell Lane Bepton GU29 0HX 
Application in progress 
 
SDNP/21/01961/BBPN 
Installation of 1 no. surface box, 1 no. pole with associated wiring, fixtures. and fittings and 
approximately 316 meters of underground duct with associated cables. Land at Bugshill Lane Bepton 
Raise no objection.  
 
SDNP/21/01134/BBPN 
Notification of Installation of 7 x 9m wooden poles in Bugshill Lane by Openreach. 
Application determined:  Officer's considered that it would be preferable if the existing buried cable 
is replaced with another buried cable. 

http://www.bepton.org/
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SDNP/21/00294/HOUS 
Mr & Mrs Milner request permission for ground floor extension and replacement garden shed at 
Laurel Cottage Bepton Road GU29 9RB 
Application Approved 
 
SDNP/20/03042/FUL 

The Cowdray Estate requests permission to refurbish and build single storey side and rear extensions 
to The Country Inn, Severals Road, Bepton. 
22/01/21 Amended plans submitted.  
11/03/21 Case officer has confirmed that application is for Use Class A4, Public House, not A3 
restaurant as stated on Planning Application. 
Application Approved 
 
SDNP/20/03251/FUL 

The Cowdray Estate requests permission to construct a new agricultural access track to Rectory Farm 
Dairy, Church Lane, Bepton. 
23/11/20 Planning have requested more detailed information on crossover, visibility splays, track 
surface and alignment. Still awaiting information. 
Application Approved 
 
OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 
MINERALS PLAN, SOFT SAND REVIEW 

Draft Soft Sand Review Plan has been published on WSCC website. Severals East and West are not 
included in the plan. The public consultation has now closed, and the plan has been submitted to 
government to be tested for soundness and legal and procedural compliance. The public examination 
hearings took place 25th to 27th August and the Planning Inspector will now review the information 
presented.  Following examination hearings, several modifications have been made to the plan which 
are out for consultation until 1/08/21. There is no change to the proposed extraction sites included in 
the latest draft plan. Planning Inspector’s report will be considered at WSCC and SDNP meetings March 
2021 and, if accepted, the modifications will be incorporated into the JMLP after a six-week period for 
legal challenge. WSCC and SDNP accepted the plan modifications and the legal challenge period 
expired on May 6. 
 
THE COUNTRY INN 

Bepton Parish Council have applied to CDC to have a TPO applied to the Beech tree situated in the 
garden of The Country Inn. This decision is being considered in association with Planning Application 
SDNP/20/03042/FUL. 
Still waiting for a response from the TPO Officer. 
 
SDNP/20/00536/BRECON 

Breach of planning condition 4 of SDNP/18/06491 at Hopkiln, Bugshill Lane. Wall to east of driveway 
built in incorrect position. Planning Enforcement resolving the matter. 
Applicant has now submitted revised plans to retain wall in its present position under application 
SDNP/20/04989/CND, but planning is requesting further information from the applicant. 
25/05/2021 Still waiting for applicant to provide further information. 
26/05/2021 Still waiting for applicant to provide further information. 
Application in Progress 
 
 



5 
 

 

Minutes of Bepton Parish Council Annual Statutory Meeting 27 May 2021 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Reference SDNP/20/03042/FUL – The Country Inn - Mr Hollowood questioned the Council’s 

decision-making process on its comments on this application to refurbish and build single storey side 

and rear extensions to the Country Inn as there was local concern about its impact if it was to be 

used as a pub with a restaurant. The planning permission is for Use Class A4, not A3 restaurant as 

stated in the planning application. It was agreed that in future when there is a complex application 

there should be a vote on the comments submitted by the Council.  Regarding licencing decisions, 

these would be made at the licencing stage and the council would be consulted on this with a 

different application.  Councillors will be provided with information about the most common 

‘material considerations.’ 

 

897. Environment/Amenities 

a) Spring Clean in April – Mrs Sadler said there had been a good response from the councillors 
and public.  Thanks were expressed to Mrs Sadler for her efforts which had made a difference. 

b) Overhead branches in Bepton Village – Concern has been expressed about the overhead 
branches and it was agreed to raise this with Highways.     LS to raise an enquiry. 
c) ECO Rother Action Group - Following on from their meeting in February 2020, the group would 
like to meet again.  When a meeting date is decided LS, JB and DH are interested in attending.  LS to 
take this initiative forward. 
d) SDNP Road Verge Cutting Trail – In February, the Council applied for this joint initiative with 
WSCC, but no response has been received at this time. 
 
898. Website update – JCB provided a website Viewing Statistics Report of May 2021 which 
showed 1) that there has been little viewing traffic for the last 30 days, 2) it costs £50pa for WordPress 
and Domain registration, 3) the average view is 14 per month, Homepage / Archives views are 113, 
Midhurst Recycling Centre 32, Welcome to Bepton 22, Planning 17, Agendas and Minutes 12.   
LG agreed to review the site with JCB. 
CB to remind the community through the Newsletter to check the website for information.  
 
899. Broadband – South Bepton: the plan is on track to deliver this autumn.  North Bepton: the 
plan is on hold awaiting DCMS confirmation.  Funding for the project is still available through WSCC.  

900. Highways and Byways 

a) Village gates – Letters with concerns about the new village gates had been received from 3 
residents.  Concerns included the siting, the use of PVC plastic and the apparent lack of consultation. 

The initiative for the gates was part of the Council’s drive to calm traffic throughout Bepton.  
Consultation took place through the Council’s various newsletters and published minutes.  The project 
went ahead with Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) money from the SDNP.  WSCC Highways 
regulations require that any such gates need to be “passively safe” and, given that the gates were to 
be installed on roads where the speeds are over 30mph, the only WSCC Highways approved material 
is PVC.  Wooden gates would not meet this requirement.  If the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is 
approved for 30mph along Severals Road and part of Bepton Road, the design and structure of the 
gates will be reconsidered.   
It was agreed RH, JB, DH and MS will form a separate committee to consider and make a 
recommendation to the council.  They will report to the Annual Parish Assembly in July. 
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b) Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – Several Road and Bepton Road – to reduce the speed limit to 
30mph.  The request now has an WSCC Enquiry Number.  The approximate cost (build only) is £2,900 
and is ‘Available for selection’. 

c) Ramblers ‘Don’t Lose Your Way’ Initiative – Mr Salmon advised that they are awaiting the 
opening of the WSCC Record Office to obtain a copy of the 1950 version of the Rights of Way map. 

d) Public Rights of Way (RoW) inspections May 2021 – Mr Salmon expressed his concern about 
the dangerous state of the Bridleway No.898.  He had seen an accident involving two cyclists and it 
was not safe for horse riders.  He had spoken to Mr Dewitt the RoW Officer who advised that due to 
limited funding they would not be able to make any improvements.  Mr Salmon offered to contact Mr 
Dewitt asking if he would approve an unofficial warning sign to horse riders and cyclists. 

e) Midhurst Area Cycling meeting – 9th June – Mr Salmon to attend. 

f) Centurion Way is closed from Binderton to West Dean from May to October 2021 due to the 
removal of ash trees suffering with ash die back. 

901. Other meetings / information 

a) WSALC webinar “Crisis Communications” 31st March – RH attended 

b) CDALC AGM April – RH attended. 

c) SDNPA – Dark Skies Webinar- LS completed the survey. 

d) SDNPA – Parish Workshop – 15 June, 6pm. – RH to attend. 

 

902. Date of next meeting –  

Ordinary Council meeting at The Barn, The Park House 6-7pm Thursday 29 July. 

Followed by refreshments 7-7.30pm 

Annual Parish Assembly 7.30pm –  
Speakers: - 
Cllr Penny Plant – CDC Cabinet Portfolio Holder for the Environment 
Cllr Andrea Smith, CDC Climate Change Officer 

 

Chairman: __________________________Date: __________________________ 

 

These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman. 
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