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BEPTON  PARISH  COUNCIL 

---------------------------- 

Chairman: Mrs Rosalind Hart 

Clerk:  Mrs. Lorraine Grocott, BEM, BA Hons (Local Policy) 

  23 West Meade, Milland, Liphook, Hampshire, GU30 7NB 

  Tel 01428 741393…  Email: clerk.beptonparishcouncil@gmail.com 

  Website – www.bepton.org 

 

MINUTES of BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Thursday 25 March 2021 held via Zoom. 

 

 

Present:   Mrs R Hart (Chair), Mr J Beckett, Mr J C Beaumont, Mr D Hollowood,  

  Mr M Salmon, Mrs C Bower, Mrs L Sadler 

  Cllr Dr K O’Kelly (County Councillor)  

  Cllr Mrs J Fowler (District Councillor) 

     

869.  Apologies – There were no apologies. 

870.  Declaration of Interests of Members – There were none. 

 

871.  Minutes of the Meeting 28 January 2021.  Agreed.  Mrs. Hart to sign and post to the Clerk. 

 

872.  Public Participation – There were no members of the public present. 

 

873.   Report from the District Councillor – Cllr Mrs Judy Fowler 

Planning - There is considerable anxiety over the future of Chichester Harbour area regarding the 

discharge of nitrates and foul water, especially if development is to continue at its projected rate and 

discussions are taking place with Natural England, Southern Water, and the Environment Agency.   

Parking Charges -There will be a small increase in parking charges from 1 April.  Roving season 

tickets are to be introduced on a trial basis to see what the take up is.  

WSCC is to extend street parking charging zones within the city.   

Business - 86 new start-up businesses have opened in Chichester district including in Harting and 

Midhurst.  Up to January this year the Business Contact Programme had provided support to 375 

businesses across the district, helping to protect 168 jobs (12 new ones created) and assisted funding 

to 298. 

Business Rate Grants - Applications are still open.  ‘Wet’ pubs can still apply for a one-off grant of 

£1000.  So far 51 pubs have benefited from the grant. 

Council Tax - Council Tax new rates will apply from April (example: Band D will go up £5).  

Because of the effect of Covid, CDC have had to use £2.1 million of its reserves to balance its 

finances. 

Youth Hub - Financial support has been secured for this project which supports 18–25-year-olds 

referred by Job Centre.  Youngsters are offered up to 121 sessions of group workshops. 

‘Choose Work’ has run several sessions since April last year and supported those with mental health 

issues and isolation.  78% of new clients have now found paid employment. 

Waste Management Trial - A pilot scheme will commence in the summer for waste electronic and 

electrical equipment (WEEE), to include small domestic items such as hair dryers, kettles, radios, etc.   

Puppies - There is concern regarding the increase in unlicensed dog breeders in the district, following 

increased demand during the Covid epidemic.  Breeders have used the epidemic to refuse visits to 

their premises to view puppies with their mother. 

Crime Stoppers - Please keep vigilant on motorway service stations and truck stops for people 

accessing large vehicles illegally.  We are all aware that tragedy can happen to people trapped inside a 

commercial vehicle.  Please contact 0800 555 111. 

Rural Health - Earlier this month Health Visitors in the area comprising Hampshire border across the 

Midhurst area to Arundel were invited to a Wellbeing Workshop to discuss issues of rural isolation 

and effects on health of the pandemic.  
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874. Report from the County Councillor – Cllr Dr Kate O’Kelly 

Covid data and Vaccine rollout - Latest data – 281 new cases in West Sussex for the 7 days up to 

March 19.  48 new cases in Chichester District – 39.6 per100000. Data is showing that cases are 

starting to rise again in the Chichester District. 

Cllr Dr O’Kelly has recently written to the Director of Public Health asking for WSCC to take 

complete control over local contact tracing – making it the first contact for all new cases.  

Dr O’Kelly is vaccinating on shifts at the Selsey centre, hoping to join the team at Riverbank soon to 

help with the second doses.  

West Sussex have requested support from Central Government to be able to arrange asymptomatic 

testing – this is now up and running.  Adults in West Sussex who must leave home to work or caring 

responsibilities can now book a symptom-free Covid 19 test. 

Details – www.westsussex..gov.uk/communitytesting  

WSCC Budget decisions - Budget was finalised at full council in February.  It is a balanced budget 

with some tough decisions being taken including closing all but 11 of the 43 children and family 

centres, not reopening the Shaw day centres and not reopening the youth centres.   Consultation on 

these closures is open. https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/early-help-redesign-proposals/ 

The Lib Dem group amendments included keeping the children and family centres and the day centres 

open at least until the pandemic is over when the need and the community-based alternatives will be 

reviewed.  There is more support for mental health in schools and increased staffing resource in the 

walking and cycling team.  

Health and Adults scrutiny committee - February 2021 

We scrutinised the plans to reconfigure in mental health in-patient beds in West Sussex. 

Current proposal is to set up a centre of excellence for in-patient dementia care in Worthing. 

All older adult mental health beds would close in the Chichester District.  I made the case to look at 

other options for the older adult mental health non dementia beds because they don’t need a centre of 

excellence but need to be closer to home - frail service users and frail spouses. Significant concerns 

were raised about the transport issues – particularly from the rural north areas.  

Last Full Council of this cycle on March 19 2021  

Divestment of pensions fund was debated – the Council voted against the motion to completely divest 

but agreed that the pension fund investments decisions should be informed by ethical, sustainability 

and governance issues. 

Q. Is anything happening about the Midhurst Community Hospital?  A. Not at the present time. 

Q.  Waste Management Control booking a time? A. This is only at the busier sites, not Midhurst. 

 

875. Matters arising from the Minutes 

a) NALC stance on local Councils holding remote meetings post May 7.  Currently government 

has no plans to extend the regulations that allow remote meetings past May 7.  Councils have been 

advised to start preparing for face-to-face meetings.   Councillors agreed to hold the Annual Statutory 

Meeting (ASM) remotely on May 27 and to hold the Annual Parish Assembly (APA) on July 21 or 29. 

 
876.  Chairman’s Items - Mrs Ros Hart 

a)  Update on WSALC/SSALC – The current arrangement for Town & Parish Councils to 

receive assistance from the Sussex & Surrey Association of Parish Council Ltd. (SSALC) headed by 

Trevor Leggo will end on March 31. At a Board meeting of the West Sussex Association of Local 

Councils (WSALC) Board meeting on March 11, Douglas Denham St Pinnock was elected Chairman.  

Six new Board members have been elected to the WSALC Board representing local District 

Associations.  In his first newsletter, the Chairman stressed the importance of these District 

Associations.  Trevor Leggo has been retained as Chief Executive and County Officer.  In future, 

Mulberry & Co will be providing direct support and assistance to Town & Parish Councils with their 

governance function. Training courses will be arranged by Anna Beams, and Ian Davison will provide 

support with more complex legal matters. 

b)   The CDALC – AGM will be held via Zoom at 7pm on April 26.  Mrs Hart will attend.  

http://www.westsussex..gov.uk/communitytesting
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/campaigns/early-help-redesign-proposals/
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877. Finance report – Mrs Grocott, RFO 

a) Statement of Accounts and payment for approval. 

 
BEPTON PARISH COUNCIL - Statement March 2021 Nat West - Sort Code 61-14-22

Balance brought forward 4 Sep 20 12788.92 Vat Net

Receipts    10.9.20-5.3.21

VAT Reclaim 2020-21 122.81

Payments  10.9.20-5.3.21 -3178.00

Balance at Bank 5.3.21 £9,733.33

Payments for approval Details Gross VouNo Vat Net Power

C Bower Newsletter 64.05 OL218 P Sec 137

N Hart Litter pickers 30.98 OL219 O LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.11 119.35 OL220 P 119.35 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 02.21 -2111 25.20 OL221 P 25.20 LGA72

L Grocott Sal£126.22;Exp£18.33 P.12 119.35 OL222 P 119.35 LGA72

HMRC PAYE 03.21 - 2112 25.20 OL223 P 25.20 LGA72

WSALC / NALC Subs 2021/22 79.40 -463.53 OL224 P 79.40 LGA72

9269.80 368.50

Less Gratuity Fund -1249.00

Less CIL receipts -395.00

Less Defibrillator fund -405.00

Available funds 7220.80

Ringfenced funds:

Clerks Gratuity Fund 1249.00 O = Outside Precept

CIL receipts 395.00 £1101 less fencing £705 inc vat

Defibrillator funds 405.00

£2,049.00  
These payments were approved. 

b) The VAT for 2020/21 for the sum of £122.81 has been reclaimed. 

c) Annual Review of Risk Management, Financial Regulations etc. is being reviewed. 

d) The year end accounts will be prepared for their internal audit by Mr Buckler. 

 

878. Planning report – Mr J Beckett 

SDNP PLANNING RESPONSE TO APPLICATIONS: - 

SDNP/21/01134/BBPN 

Notification of Installation of 7 x 9m wooden poles in Bugshill Lane by Openreach. 

Application in progress.  There has been a request for the cables to be placed underground. 

SDNP/21/00294/HOUS 

Mr & Mrs Milner request permission for ground floor extension and replacement garden shed at 

Laurel Cottage Bepton Road GU29 9RB.  Application in Progress 

SDNP/20/05059/FUL 

Metis Homes request permission to erect 75 homes with associated access, parking and landscaping 

following demolition of the existing buildings at Council Depot, Bepton Road, GU29 9QX 

Application Refused 

In an email dated Metis Homes advised that they will be looking to re-submit their application, 

working in collaboration with officers.  They are confident that they will reach an agreement to enable 

a planning permission which will be supported by SDNPA which will allow development of this site. 

SDNP/20/03887/LIS 

Mr & Mrs Sadler Request permission to carry out internal repairs to south west corner hip roof at 

Henchers Farm, Bepton Road. 

Case withdrawn. 

SDNP/20/03042/FUL 

The Cowdray Estate requests permission to refurbish and build single storey side and rear extensions 

to The Country Inn, Severals Road, Bepton. 

22/01/21 Amended plans submitted.  

11/03/21 Case officer has confirmed that application is for Use Class A4, Public House, not A3 

restaurant as stated on Planning Application. 

Application in Progress 

SDNP/20/03251/FUL 

The Cowdray Estate requests permission to construct a new agricultural access track to Rectory Farm 

Dairy, Church Lane, Bepton. 

23/11/20 - Planning have requested more detailed information on crossover, visibility splays, track 

surface and alignment. Still awaiting information.  

Application in Progress 
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OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 

 

MINERALS PLAN, SOFT SAND REVIEW 

Draft Soft Sand Review Plan has been published on WSCC website. Severals East and West are not 

included in the plan. The public consultation has now closed, and the plan has been submitted to 

government to be tested for soundness and legal and procedural compliance. The public examination 

hearings took place 25th to 27th August and the Planning Inspector will now review the information 

presented.  Following examination hearings, several modifications have been made to the plan which 

are out for consultation until 8/01/21. There is no change to the proposed extraction sites included in 

the latest draft plan. Planning Inspector’s report will be considered at WSCC and SDNP meetings 

March 2021 and, if accepted, the modifications will be incorporated into the JMLP after a six-week 

period for legal challenge. 

 

THE COUNTRY INN 
Bepton Parish Council have applied to CDC to have a TPO applied to the Beech tree situated in the 

garden of The Country Inn. This decision is being considered in association with Planning 

Application SDNP/20/03042/FUL. 

 

SDNP/20/00536/BRECON 
Breach of planning condition 4 of SDNP/18/06491 at Hopkiln, Bugshill Lane. Wall to east of 

driveway built in incorrect position. Planning Enforcement resolving the matter. 

Applicant has now submitted revised plans to retain wall in its present position under application 

SDNP/20/04989/CND, but planning is requesting further information from the applicant. 

The District Councillor agreed to check with the planners on the progress of this application. 

Application in Progress 

 

879. Census 2021 – This was carried out online on 21 March and seemed to go well. 

 

880. Website review – Mr Beaumont reported that he would like to improve the timeliness of the 

site. Although the site is essentially an archive site, he would like to develop a more spontaneous site 

i.e., a site that responds to the needs of the community, a site where the community goes to for local 

information. You can become a ‘follower’ of the website by clicking on the bottom right have corner. 

 

881. Broadband update – Mr Hollowood reported that Fibre-to-the-premise broadband for the 

southern end of Bepton is progressing: Openreach have been in evidence doing their house-to-house 

surveys.  We expect completion of this in the autumn of this year.  The contract for the north Bepton 

plan has not yet been signed.  It is awaiting confirmation of funding from DCMS.  However, there is a 

binding quote from Openreach, for which we are confident we will have sufficient interested 

properties to ensure we have zero infrastructure costs.  

 

882. Newsletter – Mrs Bower is preparing a summer newsletter.  She will include an item 

encouraging residents to check in to the website.  It was noted that to meet data protection regulations 

only the contact details of the Chairman and Clerk will remain on the website. 

 

883. Environment matters/ Highways matters/ Rights of Way 

a) Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) – Severals Road – There will be no further information until after 

April 2021 which is the beginning of the new financial year.  

b) Village gates – Nothing further is expected until the Covid restrictions are lifted.  
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c) Midhurst Area Cycling (MAC) meeting – Mr Salmon reported that MAC has cleared overgrown 

sections of the cycle path from Stedham to Midhurst.  WSCC is setting aside £600,000 for cycle way 

initiatives. The group is working to design a scheme which will meet the criteria to attract a grant 

from this fund. 

d) “Don’t Lose Your Way Initiative”.  Mr Salmon reminded the meeting that over the next three 

years, residents in the UK are being asked to nominate rights of way that have fallen into disuse.  

Documentary and photographic evidence is needed so that these rights can be recorded on the official 

map.  Eight paths have been identified but it was agreed that the focus should be on paths which 

would be useful to open to complete a walk or ride.  It may be necessary to see the 1950’s Definitive 

Map which is held at the WSCC Record Office and compare it with the latest Definitive Map.  Some 

of the paths may have been stopped-up or diverted in the past.  Local people may be a source of 

knowledge as to the history of the paths. Councillors will meet with various maps to consider the 

paths identified.  Mr Salmon reminded councillors to look at the link which had been sent previously.  

He will mark up the map in red. 

e) Litter clearance on verges in Bepton - Litter clearance will be taking place during April and May.  

Sign cleaning and vegetation will also be cleared under the signs. 

f) SDNP verge cutting trail - SDNP thanked Bepton for its interest.  A small number of sites will be 

selected. 

g) SDNPA – Webinar – Dark Night Skies - Wednesday 21 April 18:30-20:00.   

“In 2016, the South Downs National Park was designated an International Dark Sky Reserve and the 

star-studded night skies are as valued as the rolling landscaped by day.  In this webinar we look at 

how the designation came about, the impact it has made, the role of planning and how Parishes and 

communities can both contribute to and benefit from the designation.  Agenda and joining instruction 

will follow.” 

h) Mrs Hart gave an update on the refurbishment of the line markings at the junction of Bepton Road 

and Bell Lane/Bugshill Lane.  A job number had been raised against the wrong junction and, as a 

result, a new job number will be scheduled for the 2021/22 programme as a matter of priority.   In 

addition, Mrs Hart and Mr Beckett will be following up with the WSCC Highways as well as the 

CDC on ways to improve the state and safety of the pavement from the Country Inn to the allotments 

on Bepton Road. 

 

884. Meetings – all via Zoom 

a) WSALC – Clerks Networking Thursday 15 April at 11:00 - LG 

b) SLCC – Sussex Branch AGM Tuesday   10 April at 11:00 - LG 

c) CDALC - AGM Monday 26 April at 19:00 – RH  

 

885. Date of Annual Statutory Meeting via Zoom will be on Thursday 27 May at 18:00.  

  

If the public would like to be present would they please contact the Clerk in advance. 

 

 

 

Chairman: …………………………… 
These Minutes are unconfirmed until signed by the Chairman. 


