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Bepton Parish Council

The bells of St Mary’s Church taken by Linda Sadler at the
Remembrance Service

Following the local elec.ons and the Annual Statutory Mee.ng of the Parish Council on 23 May, there have been some
changes. Mr Howard Ewing (our former Chairman) and Mrs Alex Cunningham both re.red as Councillors. Mrs Rosalind
Hart was elected Chairman, Dr Julia Wilkinson as Vice Chairman, and we have two new councillors: Mr James
Beaumont and Mrs Linda Sadler. Dr Kate O’Kelly con.nues to represent Bepton on West Sussex County Council and Mr
Gordon McAra and Ms Judy Fowler represent the village on Chichester District Council. There is s.ll a vacancy on the
Council and if anyone is interested in joining please contact Ros Hart (815473).
At the Annual Parish Assembly, also on 23 May, Mr Ewing gave his last Chairman’s Report and handed the reins
over to Mrs Hart, who thanked Mr Ewing for his excellent stewardship during his tenure as Chairman. Howard was
elected as a Councillor in May 2011 and rose to become Chairman in May 2012. Over the years he has overseen many
projects including: the Golden Jubilee celebra.ons; crea.ng the Bepton Parish Council website together with Simon
Verall; using the Opera.on Watershed grants to improve the drainage at various points in the village; organising the
refurbishment of the War Memorial at St Mary’s Church; and he gave very comprehensive and robust responses to the
Joint Minerals Plan consulta.ons for so] sand extrac.on, both the recent one and the original consulta.on. His
exper.se, acquired in a previous post as Director of Housing, Planning and Local Government for the South East, has
been invaluable and will be sorely missed.

Midhurst Vision – Let’s shape our future
The speaker at the Annual Parish Assembly on 23 May was local resident, Ms Philippa McCullough, represen.ng
Midhurst Vision.
Midhurst Vision brings together local people, groups and businesses to explore and agree a vision for the
development of our town. This will help guide local plans and generate conﬁdence in our town’s future. It’s an
evolving process, encouraging collabora.on between everyone in the Midhurst area and a real spirit of ‘can do’. The
process is supported by Chichester District Council and Bloom Consul.ng, an independent organisa.on that specialises
in bringing communi.es together to create a shared vision for the future.
The ﬁrst step is a short town-wide survey that covers what Midhurst does well, what's not so great and what
people might like to see changed. It’s conﬁden.al and aims to give everyone a voice, old and young, with a chance to
make a diﬀerence to our town.
Feedback from the survey will form the basis for developing a clear iden.ty for the town. That’s important because
it helps to create a beeer place to live, work and visit.
The survey launches early July so keep an eye on social media and the Midhurst Vision website for the link when it
goes live. Printed copies of the survey will also be available at The Grange.
Go to MidhurstVision.org or search #MidhurstVision to ﬁnd out more.

Severals So; Sand Quarry Sites
The dra] SDNPA/WSCC Minerals Plan had previously been found unsound by the Inspector insofar as it related to So]
Sand. The Minerals Planning Authori.es had proposed to withdraw from so] sand extrac.on within the Na.onal Park.
The Inspector required SDNPA/WSCC to review their So] Sand Policy and produce an alterna.ve. This iden.ﬁed sites
at the Severals, among other places. Bepton Parish Council and surrounding Councils had responded robustly to the
consulta.on, objec.ng to the inclusion of the sites at the Severals. The campaign group, led by local residents, had
mobilised the media and others in a very impressive way. We now await the next stage when SDNPA/WSCC will
publish their dra] in response to the consulta.on. We believe the .ming of this to be towards the end of 2019. That
would provide another opportunity to make representa.ons before it was submieed to the Secretary of State for
examina.on by the Inspector.

Telephone Box Deﬁbrillator
Following the successful loeery fund applica.on, and the receipt of £3,165 towards the ins.lla.on of a deﬁbrillator
in the redundant telephone box, the Council received a leeer of congratula.on from our MP, Gillian Keegan.
Councillor John Beckee has very kindly renovated the kiosk and the deﬁbrillator has now been installed. We will
shortly be receiving informa.on about the ‘educa.on’ package that will need to be shared with local residents.
Most likely this will be a ‘hands on’ demonstra.on at a loca.on yet to be decided. More informa.on will follow and
there will be an announcement on the website.

News from St Mary’s Church
Looking Back

Summer Concert
Those who despite the weather came to St Mary’s last Saturday, 8 June, were treated to an excellent one hour
concert. Mezzo-soprano Tina sang beau.fully and her range of songs even included a Scomsh ballad learnt when
she performed at a Burns Night Supper! Chris Coote, who accompanied her on his keyboard, gave a maestro
performance too. For the ﬁrst .me in 12 years we were unable, because of the rain, to go into the churchyard for
refreshments a]erwards, but the new tower area accommodated us and our liele urn was well used for tea for
those who preferred it to wine. Quite a few Bepton residents were in the audience but it would be good to see more
on another occasion. A concert in the church demonstrates the building being used for a community event quite
unrelated to it being a place of worship. All .cket proceeds and dona.ons go towards the upkeep of the fabric of
the church which, in view of its age, is in constant need of expensive repairs.
Looking Ahead

Church Fête Saturday, 7 September 2019
The next major event is the Cocking and Bepton Church Fête to be held in the garden of Cocking Rectory on 7
September from 2-4pm. As usual there will be a range of stalls including Hot Dogs and Tea and Cake. We have lost
two helpers so if you are willing to run a stall you will be most welcome (please contact Sheila Ryan Tel: 01730
813971). As explained in the Autumn 2018 Newsleeer we are not having a White Elephant stall this year but we
need lots of items for the Bathroom stall, Gi]s and Vintage, Toys and Books. Plants, Produce and Cakes are always
popular so if you are able to donate any homemade marmalade, jams, jellies or chutneys or make large or small
cakes it will be much appreciated. Do not say “I cannot cook” because you will not be believed! Please try to give
something to show you are prepared to help raise funds for the upkeep of our liele Grade 1 church.
There will be a free coﬀee morning in the church tower room at St Mary’s on Wednesday 14 August 2019 from
10.30am un.l 12 noon to receive gi]s and boeles for the Tombola stall. Do come along and bring a boele or
something else with you or arrange for us to collect from you later. Any queries or oﬀers of help please contact
Sheila Ryan Tel: 01730 813971 or e-mail bayleaves@macace.net

The Country Inn
The annual Beer Fes.val at The Country Inn is being held on 20-21 July. There will be live music and a barbecue and
this year it is being held in aid of the Bri.sh Legion Poppy Appeal.
Sadly for Kathy Marshall the lease on The Country Inn will not be renewed by the Cowdray Estate at the end of the
year. Although the Estate has advised that it intends to keep it as a Public House, the Council has applied to have it
listed with the District Council as a Community Asset. Unfortunately this applica.on has been unsuccessful and
there is no right of appeal. The Cowdray Estate objected (through their lawyers). Since the Community Right to Bid
was introduced, case law has created a number of precedents that public houses do not in themselves provide
social value. On that basis, the examples given in the Council’s applica.on were considered to be typically consistent
with the ac.vi.es of a public house and “not demonstra.ve of community use”.
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