
Faster Broadband for Bepton
The Parish Council has been working with BT, under its Community Broadband Initiative, to see whether it could provide 
faster broadband, particularly to the South end of the village where the speeds are especially slow. Under the Initiative 
BT would meet half of the cost and the Community would raise the other half. BT has done its initial assessment and 
has advised us that the cost to the Community would be about £50,000. Dividing this among the houses at the South 
end of the village would amount to around £1,400 per household. The Parish Council have decided not to proceed with 
this Initiative. In the meantime, BT advises that houses at the North end of the village are able to get speeds of up to 
around 25 mbps. At the South end, the speeds are up to around 5 mbps. BT has a tool on its website where, using your 
landline number, you can check what speed you should receive. If you cannot receive the speeds that BT has advised, you 
should contact your service provider to see whether the speed can be increased.In some cases, relatively simple steps can 
increase the speed. The Parish Council will continue to press West Sussex CC to seek faster broadband coverage under its 
separate initiative.

News from St Mary’s Church
CAROLS FOR CHRISTMAS

This is an opportunity to recall our successful Carol Service on the afternoon of 11 
December when there was enthusiastic singing from over 70 adults and children. 
The church was beautifully decorated so as to be colourful and welcoming. Lavinia 
Milner and Linda Sadler excelled themselves by decorating the Christmas tree in 
red and white and making the chancel screen resplendent with red poinsettias 
and ribbon. It is the annual occasion when parishioners join together for a 
celebratory service, and many thanks go to our excellent readers, Claire Cox, Jamie 
Cunningham, Suzi Howard-Rahim, Simon Milner and Neil Hart. Visiting Andrew 

Ryan plus Finlay (aged 7) made up the number for the six lessons. Appreciation also goes to all who kindly contributed a 
selection of cakes for distribution after the service when they disappeared rapidly.

EASTER

Now hopefully spring is in sight and we look forward to the Church’s principal Festival of Easter. Before Easter is Lent and 
our Rector, Linda, is leading 5 free-standing sessions about the Bible for each of the churches in the benefice. The session 
at St Mary’s Bepton is on Tuesday 21 March from 12 noon until 2pm (with a light lunch included). No need to book, just 
come along.

EASTER SERVICES AT ST MARY’S

Good Friday, 14 April:  Benefice service at 10am 

Easter Sunday, 16 April:  Matins at 11.15am followed by shortened Holy Communion for those who wish to stay.

REGULAR SERVICES

11.15am 1st Sunday of the month: Matins (Book of Common Prayer)

2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays: Matins with Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
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St Mary’s Church was beautifully decorated for Christmas



Bepton’s Telephone Kiosk
Bepton’s remaining telephone kiosk has been disconnected and BT offered the Parish Council the opportunity to ‘adopt’ 
it. Having discussed this at a recent meeting, the Parish Council has agreed to do so. We did ask that BT move it to Severals 
Green, but it is unlikely to do so. We are also looking at using it to house a defibrillator. In order to do this, the kiosk needs 
an electricity supply, which is another reason to leave it in its current location. If anyone wishes to suggest an alternative 
use for the kiosk, please let us know; but please bear in mind that, however the kiosk is used, it will need to be maintained.

South Downs Dark Skies Festival
What better way to celebrate the South Downs National Park becoming the world’s 11th International Dark Sky Reserve 
than a two-week South Downs Dark Skies Festival? Events run until 26 February 2017 across the National Park. For more 
information please look at the SDNP website: southdowns.gov.uk.

Highways
As usual during the recent heavy rain, Bepton had a lot of surface water on the road. The mud coming off the Downs, 
branches and debris caused some of the gulleys to be blocked. We were very pleased, and grateful, to see West Sussex 
County Council clearing blocked gulleys in the last week. It is a useful reminder that gulleys and drains are the responsibility 
of land owners and householders. We realise that it isn’t always easy to clear them, but it is really helpful if residents could 
continue to keep on top of them.

Winter Maintenance Plan
With winter still not over, the Parish Council would like to remind residents of the arrangements that have been put in 
place in the event of severe weather. The Plan is designed to provide a framework for a Parish-based approach to deal 
with severe winter conditions and enable residents to access and continue to use the roads, as well as to ensure best 
possible access by emergency services. The identified key risks are: blockages of roads due to snow and ice, fallen trees 
and/or power cables; power failures resulting in loss of electricity; and telecommunications disruption. In brief, the WSCC 
offer includes gritting the primary roads and providing some funds towards the cost of the local contractor to clear snow 
(ACS Services). In the event of fallen trees causing blocked roads and/or bringing down power lines, West Sussex Highways 
Department and the appropriate utility suppliers should be contacted. Residents are asked to keep their drives (where 
they are adjacent to public roads) clear of leaves and snow, and to look out for their neighbours, particularly the more 
vulnerable. For more information and to read the full Plan, please visit the Parish web-site (bepton.org), go to News From 
Bepton and follow the link to the BPC Winter Emergency Plan 16-17v.2.

Defibrillator at Park House
An AED (Defibrillator, funded by the British Heart Foundation) is available at the Park House Hotel for the whole community, 
parishioners and visitors alike. It is located on the front of the laundry building, midway between the hotel and spa where 
it has clear access at all times and is illuminated all night. There are no locks or codes to use; simply grasp the sides of the 
cover and pull. A CD and booklet are available although the unit will talk users through its use in an emergency. If anyone 
would like to see the unit, or would be interested in being trained to use the Defibrillator, please ask for Steve Diver at 
Park House.

The Midhurst Yellow Bus
Please remember that Bepton Road and Severals Road have been brought back onto the routes for the Midhurst Yellow Bus. 
It will leave Bepton Road/Severals at 10.39am on a Thursday and be back by 12.30pm. For further details, please go to the 
Midhurst Yellow Bus web site at http://www.midhurstyellowbus.org.uk/bus.

The Country Inn
Kathy Marshall is holding a Quiz Night on Saturday, 25 February. Please note that the garden is available for parties and 
other events.
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