
Annual Parish Assembly
The Annual Parish Assembly was held in the Lower Barn at the Park House Hotel on 12th May, 2016, with 18 members of the public in 
attendance. Mr Howard Ewing was re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council and Mrs Ros Hart as the Vice Chairman. The speaker 
for the evening was Mr Richard Pailthorpe, Director of the Weald & Downland Open Air Museum in Singleton, who gave an illustrated 
talk on the Gateway Project that is taking place at the moment.

The Museum was founded by Dr Roy Armstrong, an educationalist who had a passion for history and old buildings. His interest in 
preserving these buildings was sparked when historic houses in Crawley old town were being demolished in the 1950s to make way 
for the new town. Having just retired, he decided to embark on a new project to find a site where old buildings could be preserved 
and appreciated. He and a group of other enthusiasts wrote to Edward James at West Dean asking for suggestions for a suitable site 
and were offered the current land on the West Dean Estate. After forming a committee to run the project and with very little money, 
the work was carried out by volunteers and the Museum opened in 1970, following the reassembling of the Hambrook Barn. The first 
catering facility, in a converted wagon shed, opened in 1979.

Following a gradual decline in visitor numbers over the last decade, a few years ago it was decided that the Museum needed new 
facilites, including a larger visitor centre and improved catering arrangements. They approached the Heritage Lottery Fund and, having 
met their objectives, received a grant of £4 million. The project is expected to cost £5.5 million and the remainder has been raised by 
the Museum. As a charitable trust, they rely on visitors for funds. The two new buildings are modern and contemporary, but based 
on the style of Wealden farmhouses to represent the Sussex vernacular, and comprise a large community space, three exhibition 
and interpretation galleries and new catering facilities outside the pay barrier. The two shingled, timber and glazed barns, will have a 
courtyard between them with views through to the Mill Pond. 

Work has now begun and they are using, as far as possible, locally sourced materials and local craftsmen. The aim is for a building 
with excellent green credentials, including photovoltaic panels, a Biomas boiler and other renewable energy sources. The car park will 
also be reconfigured, with a new footpath leading to the centre. The updated Museum is due to open over the 2017 Easter weekend 
in time for the summer season.

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Grant
Following the positive response from those attending the last Council 
meetings, we are pleased to announce that Simon Verrall’s proposal to put up 
an interpretation panel about the flora and fauna on Bepton Down (which is a 
designated SSSI and an area of Open Access) has been successful in securing 
the Queen’s 90th birthday grant of £250 from Chichester District Council. The 
sign is 1m wide by 50cm high and will be positioned at the junction of Bepton 
Road and Bell Lane, close to the start of the restricted byway. An unveiling 
ceremony is also planned once the sign is ready. When the date is confirmed, an 
announcement will be posted on the village website (bepton.org) and the two 
village notice boards, so please look out for this poster! For more information 
about the down, please visit the Bepton Down Conservation Group’s web-site: 
https://beptondown.org. The photographs in this Newsletter were taken on 
the Down by Simon Verrall.
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Severals Sand Pit Sites
West Sussex County Council (WSCC) and the South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA) are working in partnership to prepare a 
new Joint Minerals Local Plan for West Sussex. This will replace the existing Minerals Local Plan (2003). A large area of The Severals 
(173 acres) was initially identified by WSCC and the SDNPA as a possible sand working site in their preparation for the Minerals Plan.
The draft Plan was approved by the SDNPA Planning Committee on 10th March and the site at The Severals is not included in the draft 
plan. Consultation on the latest draft has now closed. However, as it stands none of the proposals will directly affect Bepton. For more 
information go to the WSCC website at www.westsussex.gov.uk/mwdf.

Defibrillator at Park House
At the Annual Parish Assembly Steve Diver, the Health and Safety representative for the Hotel, gave a demonstration of the recently 
installed AED (Defibrillator, funded by the British Heart Foundation) that is available for the whole community, parishioners and visitors 
alike. It is located on the front of the laundry building, midway between the hotel and spa where it has clear access at all times and is 
illuminated all night. There are no locks or codes to use; simply grasp the sides of the cover and pull. A CD and booklet are available 
although the unit will talk users through its use in an emergency. An important part of the scheme is to advertise it to the community 
and offer some basic training on CPR and the use of the AED. If anyone would like to see the unit, or would be interested in being 
trained to use the Defibrillator, please ask for Steve Diver at Park House.

Neighbourhood Watch
Mrs Alex Cunningham has agreed to be our new co-ordinator for the local Bepton Neighbourhood Watch. If you need to contact Mrs 
Cunningham, please telephone 817696.

Severals Green
The Parish Council would like to thank Mr Neil Hart for giving his time to renovate the notice board on Severals Green. It looks so much 
better!

The Midhurst Yellow Bus
The Midhurst Community Bus Association Ltd has informed us that Bepton Road and Severals Road have been brought back onto the 
routes for the Bus. It will leave Bepton Road/Severals at 10.39am on a Thursday and be back by 12.30pm. For further details, please go 
to the Midhurst Yellow Bus website at http://www.midhurstyellowbus.org.uk/bus.

St. Mary’s Church
CONCERT ON 18 JUNE
Warmest thanks to the audience and all helpers who made the Queen’s Birthday Concert such a success. The church was beautifully 
decorated with flowers (and Union Jack), and competent helping hands put up the gazebos in the churchyard. Delicious cakes appeared 
on the tables, and the raffle was a great attraction. Polly Lamb and Chris Coote excelled themselves in their rendering of a range of 
songs popular with HM the Queen, so we feel we marked the 90th Birthday in a right royal way!

THE FÊTE ON 3RD SEPTEMBER

This takes place in Cocking Rectory garden on Saturday, 3rd September from 2pm until 4.30pm. Several Bepton volunteers have 
kindly agreed to man some of the stalls but we always need extra pairs of hands so will you offer to help even for a short time? This 
year we are having an Accessories stall and will be delighted to receive from you any scarves, costume jewellery, bags, belts, gloves, 
etc, that you are unlikely to use again and are lying in your drawers or cupboards unwanted. Other stalls that will be pleased to have 
donations are TOYS, BATHROOM TOILETRIES, CAKES, CLOTHING, PRODUCE and TOMBOLA BOTTLES. Please contact Sheila Ryan (Tel: 
01730 813971) or Jenni Rigby (Tel: 01730 814981) with offers of help or donations. We will arrange collection if wished.

The Country Inn
The Country Inn is holding a Quiz Night at 8.00pm on 23rd July. For other events and entertainments, please look out for the signs 
outside the Inn or check the Country Inn’s website: countryinnbepton.co.uk.
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