
New Councillor for the Parish
Bepton Parish Council is delighted to welcome Mrs Alex Cunningham, who lives in Bepton Village, as our new councillor.

Winter Emergency Plan
We would like to remind parishioners that in the case of adverse weather, Mr Tristan Parks (Agricultural Contracting Services – ACS) 
will grit the roads according to his current instructions from WSCC. The Parish Council may also ask ACS to grit other roads in the 
village, but this would be at the PC’s expense unless covered by WSCC’s emergency arrangements. If Bepton needs extra salt, it will 
also be at the Parish Council’s expense. If you feel any area of Bepton needs salting, please contact the Chairman, Mr Howard Ewing.

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations
We have the chance of a grant of £250 to celebrate Her Majesty’s birthday. How should we use it?

In honour of Her Majesty’s 90th birthday, Chichester District Council has made a grant of £250 available to each parish in the area to 
support a community event to celebrate this occasion. However, for our application to be considered and approved we need to submit 
a proposal. If you have an idea that we could put forward to the CDC, please contact us. We need to apply for the grant by 27th May 
so please let us have your ideas by the end of April, but preferably before the date of the next Parish Council meeting, 17th March.

The Bepton Down Conservation Group
In 2015 a few local parishioners decided to set up the Bepton Down Conservation Group to help protect and enhance this wonderful 
Site of Special Scientific Interest and to encourage people to visit the Access Land area of Bepton Down so that they could enjoy this 
unique area of chalk downland.

To achieve this they have, amongst other things, set up a comprehensive website. This can be found by simply typing in 
“beptondown.org” into a search engine and any number of links to material found on the B.D.C.G. website will come up. Central to this 
is the area of Access Land as denoted on the OL8 - Chichester, South Harting & Selsey OS Explorer published in 2015. An Access Land 
chapter will be found in the drop down menu and this will give a full explanation of what constitutes Access Land and also the code 
of conduct that goes with it. There are a number of chapters of interest that give the full history of Bepton Down and its management 
as a SSSI since it became part of the scheme in 1954 and the history of symbiotic relationship it enjoys with Cowdray, Natural England 
and, more recently, the South Downs National Park. In forming this Group we are just following in the footsteps of a long list of similar 
bodies appearing under the heading: Conservation Groups listed by the South Downs National Park Authority. Under our Chairman, 
Simon Verrall, we are in the process of asking the S.D.N.P.A. to add us to this list. 

For 2016 they are planning a walk of discovery. Weather permitting this will take place at 10am on Sunday 5th June. Numbers are 
limited to avoid putting too much pressure on the site. Further details are to be found on the website. Should you wish to be part of 
this please contact: either Beatrice Potter on 01730 814185 or beatrice.potter@btinternet.com or Simon Verrall on 07909 911166 or 
Irene Bridgmont on 01730 814408. The deadline is Monday 23rd May, 2016.

In 2016 the Access Area of Bepton Down should be much better than in previous seasons as on September 8th & 9th, 2015, the 
whole of the area was cut thus removing quantities of brambles, dog roses and other undesirable scrub. The cuttings were allowed 
to stay on the ground to release the seeds of orchids, etc. and then it was removed from the site. In late November a flock of some 
fifty Herdwick ewes belonging to the National Trust were introduced and these stayed on site until late December. They have done a 
fantastic job and eaten down some of the remaining coarse vegetation. 2015 was a better year than 2014 as the 30 commercial heifers 
were not introduced until August and by the third week in that month they had been removed as they had eaten all the good stuff 
and left all the scrub. The decision to introduce native breeds such as the Herdwick sheep at the appropriate times of year is to be 
applauded. This type of enlightened management bodes well for the future and we hope it will be maintained in 2016.
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Defibrillator at Park House
As part of a scheme organised by The British Heart Foundation, Park House has installed an AED (Defibrillator) that is available for use 
by residents of Bepton and other members of the public. It is located on the front of the laundry building, midway between the hotel 
and spa where it has clear access at all times and is illuminated all night. There are no locks or codes to use; simply grasp the sides of 
the cover and pull. An important part of the scheme is to advertise it to the community and offer some basic training on CPR and the 
use of the AED. Park House is currently setting up first aid training for the staff, and once that has been completed they will be able to 
organise a training session for the neighbourhood. If anyone would like to see the AED, or would be interested in being trained to use 
the Defibrillator, please ask for Steve Diver at Park House.

Highways
Bepton Road — After the Parish Council contacted the Cowdray Estate regarding the overgrown trees and shrubs along the road, the 
estate promptly trimmed the vegetation along the Midhurst Common side of the Bepton Road from Burbank to the Council Depot. The 
estate is also aware of the branch overhanging the road near Minching Lane that has been damaged by passing lorries; the Estate will 
deal with this when their tree surgeon is available.

Severals Road — Following the successful jetting of the culvert and the ditch clearing that the Parish Council funded on Severals Road 
we have had no flooding during the recent episodes of heavy rain.

Sussex Police — Operation Signature
Operation Signature is the force’s campaign to identify and support vulnerable victims of fraud within Sussex. Fraud is becoming 
increasingly more complex and deceptive, mostly targeting vulnerable and elderly people. The most common types of fraud are: mail 
scams, investment scams, romance scams, courier scams and fraud recovery scams. Please see the Action Fraud website for more 
details. Important things to remember: trust no-one who cold-calls you about your bank account or a problem with your computer. 
Under no circumstances would the bank or police request a card PIN or security details over the telephone. If you, or someone you 
know might be vulnerable to fraud/scams, please contact Sussex Police on 101 or email: 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk

Theft of Car Number Plates in Bepton
There have been reports recently of number plates being stolen from cars in Bepton, including some abandoned attempts. Cars have 
typically been parked in the owners’ drives. The police have been alerted but it is best to be aware. One number plate for a BMW – 
registration number YB11 UVH – was found in a hedge. Please contact Howard Ewing on the number below for more information.

The Midhurst Yellow Bus
The Midhurst Community Bus Association Ltd has informed us that Bepton Road will be brought back onto the routes for the Bus in May. 
It will run on one day each week for 2016. A formal announcement will be made in late April with a formal launch of the route changes 
in early May just before they start. The new timetables will be printed in April and will be handed out during the first 10 days of May.

St. Mary’s Church
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
The church was stunningly decorated by Lavinia Milner and Linda Sadler who introduced new ideas such as winding red ribbon round 
the uprights of the chancel screen as well as putting beautiful displays on window ledges and elsewhere. Parishioners were numerous 
in attendance and the carols were sung with zeal! The readings were very sensitively read by Ros Hart, Abu Chinwalla, Lavinia Milner, 
Paul Ryan, Charlotte Ryan (aged 12) and Duncan Hollowood. The donated sweetmeats afterwards were much enjoyed as usual.

SERVICES AT THE CHURCH 
Regular Sunday services now commence at 11.15am. The usual pattern is Matins only on the 1st and 4th Sundays in the month and 
Matins followed by shortened Holy Communion on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays.

EASTER SERVICES AT ST MARY’S 
Easter comes early this year: 
Good Friday: 25th March at 10am there will be a benefice service led by the Rev Linda Robertson.
Easter Sunday: 27th March at 11.15am the service of Matins followed by shortened Holy Communion will be led by the Rev Canon 
Nigel Nicholson.

The Country Inn
For events and entertainments, please look out for the signs outside the Inn or check the Country Inn’s website.
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