
Unveiling of the Bepton Down Interpretation Panel
At a ceremony on 13th July, the new Bepton Down interpretation panel was unveiled by West Sussex Deputy Lieutenant, and Bepton 
resident, Mr Neil Hart. The panel highlights the flora and fauna of Bepton Down, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Open 
Access Area managed by the Cowdray Estate. It is a rare example of unimproved chalk grassland and is home to a wide range of plants 
and animals, including species of orchid such as the Early Purple, Common Spotted, Greater Butterfly, Common Twayblade, Bee 
Orchids and White Helleborines.

The Bepton Down Conservation Group suggested to the Parish Council that a panel might be suitable for a Chichester District 
Council grant that was being offered to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday. Simon Verrall, Chair of the Conservation Group, designed 
and commissioned the panel, and the Parish Council was delighted to be awarded the grant. 

Mr Hart thanked Chichester District Council, the Parish Council, Mr Verrall and the Conservation Group, and the Cowdray Estate. The 
ceremony was attended by about 20 local residents and a toast was raised to the new sign and to Her Majesty. For more information 
about the down, please visit the Bepton Down Conservation Group’s web-site: https://beptondown.org.

New Flight Path Proposal from TAG Farnborough Airport
TAG held a public meeting at Capron House on 20th September to explain their ACP (Airspace Change Proposal) for the flight path 
to Farnborough Airport from the south. At present the flight path is quite wide, covering an area, west to east, roughly from South 
Harting to Pulborough, with a ‘medium flow’ of aircraft over the Midhurst area, and the ‘main flow’ over the Petworth area. The 
proposed changes will narrow the flight path in a westward direction, with Midhurst (and consequently Bepton and our area of the 
South Downs) in the centre of the ‘main flow’. According to the presentation, the government/Civil Aviation Authority advice is for 
‘concentration rather than dispersal’. The new flight path will also free up more airspace in the east, reducing conflict with Gatwick’s 
flight paths. The proposal states that the aircraft will be flying at an altitude of 5,000-6,000ft over the Midhurst area, 1,000ft higher 
than at present, however it is still possible that some aircraft could fly as low as 3,500ft. The proposal has to be approved by the CAA 
before any changes can take place. The consultation period has been extended to Wednesday, 2nd November and the document is 
available at www.consultation.tagfarnborough.com. For more details and if you are concerned about this proposal, please have a look 
at the document and respond by 2nd November. The Parish Council will be discussing this at its meeting on 29th September.

Winter Maintenance Plan
With winter on the horizon, the Parish Council would like to remind residents of the arrangements that have been put in place in 
the event of severe weather. The Plan is designed to provide a framework for a Parish-based approach to deal with severe winter 
conditions and enable residents to access and continue to use the roads, as well as to ensure best possible access by emergency 
services. The identified key risks are: blockages of roads due to snow and ice, fallen trees and/or power cables; power failures resulting 
in loss of electricity; and telecommunications disruption. In brief, the WSCC offer includes gritting the primary roads and providing 
some funds towards the cost of the local contractor to clear snow (ACS Services). In the event of fallen trees causing blocked roads 
and/or bringing down power lines, West Sussex Highways Department and the appropriate utility suppliers should be contacted. 
Residents are asked to keep their drives (where they are adjacent to public roads) clear of leaves and snow, and to look out for their 
neighbours, particularly the more vulnerable. For more information and to read the full Plan, please visit the Parish web-site (bepton.
org), go to News From Bepton and follow the link to the BPC Winter Emergency Plan 16-17v.2.

Faster Broadband for Bepton?
Stacey King, BT’s Regional Partnership Director, will be at Bepton Parish Council’s meeting on 29th September to talk about BT’s 
Community Fibre Partnership programme. This is an initiative under which BT will work with local communities to deliver improved 
broadband. It is separate from WSCC’s Better Broadband programme. 
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BT will do some exploratory work to see what solutions might be available for Bepton. They will then give us a quotation for the 
cost, including what funding is available from BT, central government and other sources. The understanding is that the community will 
have to raise part of the funding.

Changes to West Sussex Household Recycling Sites
WSCC has announced that it will be implementing some changes at their recycling sites in order to make critical savings to its budget. 
As a result of public consultation, it has decided that from 1st October the Midhurst Recycling Site will now be closed on Mondays. 
A planning application has been submitted for the facility to be open on Sundays and to be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. WSCC 
will also start charging for certain types of waste, including car tyres and waste from construction, alteration or repair of your home. 
Leaflets explaining the new changes are available at the Midhurst Recycling Site; otherwise please go to www.recycleforwestsussex.
org./changes.

Defibrillator at Park House
An AED (Defibrillator, funded by the British Heart Foundation) is available at the Park House Hotel for the whole community, parishioners 
and visitors alike. It is located on the front of the laundry building, midway between the hotel and spa where it has clear access at all 
times and is illuminated all night. There are no locks or codes to use; simply grasp the sides of the cover and pull. A CD and booklet are 
available although the unit will talk users through its use in an emergency. If anyone would like to see the unit, or would be interested 
in being trained to use the Defibrillator, please ask for Steve Diver at Park House.

The Midhurst Yellow Bus
Please remember that Bepton Road and Severals Road have been brought back onto the routes for the Midhurst Yellow Bus. It will leave 
Bepton Road/Severals at 10.39am on a Thursday and be back by 12.30pm. For further details, please go to the Midhurst Yellow Bus web 
site at http://www.midhurstyellowbus.org.uk/bus.

St. Mary’s Church (by Sheila Ryan)

THE CHURCH FÊTE ON 3RD SEPTEMBER 

We received an enormous amount of help from Bepton parishioners and members of the congregation in setting up the stalls and selling 
everything with enthusiasm whether it was books, accessories, bathroom items, toys or the whisky raffle, and not forgetting the White 
Elephant. It all seems easy but our hardworking helpers such as Michael Balmforth, Linda Sadler and her husband John and his brother 
Alan who helped put up tables and items for sale on Friday afternoon will say otherwise! On Saturday morning the working party was 
strengthened by Francesca Bilsland, her husband and son, and by Carey Bower, who all made a huge difference to the layout of items 
on the stalls. So a big thank you to everyone who helped to raise a total of £3,000, that is £1,500 each for Bepton and Cocking churches.

FUTURE SERVICES

HARVEST FESTIVAL AT ST MARY’S: THIS WILL BE ON SUNDAY 9TH OCTOBER AT 11.15AM
Any gifts of fruit or vegetables or items such as cheese or eggs or tinned food etc will be most welcome. After the service they are 
distributed to the lunch club for the elderly at the Grange. Please deliver to the church or to Sheila Ryan at Bayleaves, Bepton (tel: 
01730 813971).

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER AT 10.45 AM AT HEYSHOTT 

For many years the Remembrance Sunday service has been held in alternate years at Bepton and Cocking but we now have three 
churches in the benefice so this year we are gathering with our poppies at Heyshott. Do come along and join us.

CAROL SERVICE AT ST MARY’S: SUNDAY 11TH DECEMBER AT 3PM 
It is lovely to have the church full for this community service. All are welcome, particularly families, so please note the date in your 
diary!

CHRISTMAS DAY: SUNDAY 25TH DECEMBER AT ST MARY’S AT 9.30 AM

Please come along for this service of Matins followed by shortened Holy Communion, noting the early start time.

The Country Inn
At the beginning of September Kathy Marshall held a fundraising event for the RNLI and raised £1,065. Tickets for the Christmas Raffle 
go on sale on 1st October and the draw will take place on 21st December. Please come and exercise your post-Christmas braincells at 
the Christmas Quiz on 29th December.
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